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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

In the wake of recent decision of the Lahore High Court the Prosecutor
General of Punjab has directed the Inspectorate General of Punjab Police
take measures for stopping media houses/reporters even bloggers from
recording interviews of individuals in custody of the police on penal charges.

LAW applauds this recent development and considers things have started to
improve with respect to the Juvenile Justice Act 2018. It is once again
shared that the Act of 2018 warranted that the identity of children in conflict
with the law would not to be shared and/or disclosed during the judicial
procedures. The court in its decision observed that recording interviews of
individuals in the custody of police would undermine their rights under the
law which threaten human dignity and cause harassment.
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Despite plethora of court notices to the concerned police station challan
report/charge sheet in the case of “SH” who has been behind bars on charges
of blasphemy not submitted in the court for the commencement of trial. We
at LAW believe numerous individuals across Pakistan even women and
children are incarcerated without trial implying they’ve been facing pre-trial
detention in sheer violation of internation law i.e., United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Child.?
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T LAW may solicit further information of this case on request.



A LEAF FROM THE JUDICIAL HISTORY OF PAKISTAN:

The judicial history on the issue of children in conflict with the law has been
unfair and inhumane among other issues of children for e.g., in year 2000-
2001 two children named Sher Ali was sentenced to death penalty and
Nadeem alias Deemi to 273 years’ of imprisonment under Juvenile Justice
Ordinance 2000.2

Prior to JJSO (2000) there was not a single codified piece of law for dealing
with the cases of children in conflict with the law. However, it was a very first
time when the parliament of Pakistan in May 2018 introduced Juvenile
Justice System Act 2018 (JJSA 2018) to fulfilment international’s duties of
the State of Pakistan in response to the Universal Periodic Review on
Pakistan in 2017. Despite its promulgation children in conflict with the law
across Pakistan have not been receiving free legal assistance at the expense
of the State of Pakistan nor Juvenile Justice Committees for deciding the
cases of children through Diversion/non penal sanctions have been notified it
implies that the issues pertaining to children i.e., street connect children and
children in conflict with the law aren’t in their agenda or consideration.

Furthermore, JJSA 2018 required that children in conflict with the law and
child offenders would not be kept with adults in prisons instead in special
premises for the purposes of their rehabilitation and restoration to meaningful
life. Notwithstanding children who gets apprehended across Pakistan in
practice are kept in ordinary cells of police stations with adults, and

2 Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 repealed Juvenile Justice Ordinance 2000.



thereafter, shifted to closed prisons in company of adult inmates. If they
cannot be housed in juvenile detention centres as being unavailable at the
very least the government should house them in a different environment to
protect them for rehabilitation and social reintegration.
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