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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

» At glance, we share with you that in Sialkot district of Punjab province
of Pakistan two juveniles had been acquitted they were suspected of
performing sexual activity. One of those received the legal services of a
legal practitioner who had attended LAW’s awareness-raising session
in 2021. That session was inaugurated by the then President of Sialkot
Bar Association and other elected members of the Sialkot Bar.

The latest development in the largest province of Pakistan has given
some respite that pendulum begun to swing in the direction of
implementation of Juvenile Justice Act 2018.

» On the other hand, the miserable news is that “RY” who was
apprehended by the Lahore police on 27th December 2020 had been
sentenced to serve life imprisonment on 26t September 2024 and
directed to pay the fine of 2,00,000 rupees (0.2. million) to the
complainant party.

Legal Awareness Watch Pakistan (LAW) after due deliberations has
decided to appeal the decision of the trial court to the Lahore High
Court because its decision was erred in law and inhumane considering
the international law i.e., Convention of the Rights of Children to which
the State of Pakistan acceded to in 1989.

» Apart from bad and good news in the month of September (2024) LAW
had implemented a press briefing on (24th September 2024) to voice
before the media that the Juvenile Justice Act 2018 since its
promulgation on 18th May 2018 remained ignored and not
implemented in its letter and spirit across Punjab and Sindh. The media
personnel were given the Charter of Demands that LAW had developed
in 2022 after implementing more than 30 awareness-raising sessions
and twelve training workshops in Punjab since June 2019.

The highlights of the press briefing featured in eight mainstream
newspapers of Pakistan (English and Urdu). Below is the list of those
newspapers with online links:



THE NATION

Call for releasing funds for free legal assistance to children

Govt urged to make juvenile justice committees functional across Pakistan for
resolving minor, major penal violations through diversion

September 25, 2024

LAHORE - To mark the World Day against Death Penalty, the Juvenile Justice Advocacy
Network Pakistan (JJANP) has urged the decision-making quarters to implement the
Juvenile Justice Act 2018 in letter and spirit. The Actwas introduced to provide a separate
and effective justice system for children in conflict with the law, the Juvenile Justice
Advocacy Network Pakistan (JJANP) told media persons in a briefing at a local hotel. The
briefing was held under the umbrella of Legal Awareness Watch (LAW).

The Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 was introduced after the Universal Periodic Review
on Pakistan in 2017. Under the above Act, children, when they get apprehended, cannot
be kept at ordinary police stations or prisons instead observation homes and
rehabilitation centers. The Juvenile Justice Act 2018 was supposed to provide a child
friendly justice system, focusing on reintegration of juvenile offenders into society, said
convenor barrister Sarmad Ali. He added that the authorities concerned, with no further
delay, should notify rules of business under Section 24 of the Act 2018 for implementing
it in its true spirit to give conductivity to children in courtroom as well as elsewhere and
make juvenile justice committees across Pakistan functional for resolving minor and
major penal violations through diversioni.e., non-penal sanctions.

The media personnel told owing to inadequate and ineffective age determination
procedure led numerous children to gallows and mass incarceration that meant
improvements to be made in the justice system of Pakistan. Moreover, the investigation
of criminal cases should be made fair and transparent in accordance with Criminal Code
of Procedure to make sure that children in conflict with the law without any shadow of
doubt are declared as juveniles and in absence of any material evidence on age of
arrested child through medical evidence i.e., ossification test. It said this procedure must
be adopted by the police and law enforcing agencies as warranted Section 8 of the Act
2018, said Ali.

Despite the lapse of more than five years, funds for providing free legal assistance has
not been allocated under juvenile justice Act 2018, told Ali. At the end, the convenor
demanded implementing the charter of demands of JJANP that has been sent to all top
decision-makers across Pakistan.

https://www.nation.com.pk/25-Sep-2024/call-for-releasing-funds-for-free-legal-
assistance-to-children



https://www.nation.com.pk/25-Sep-2024/call-for-releasing-funds-for-free-legal-assistance-to-children
https://www.nation.com.pk/25-Sep-2024/call-for-releasing-funds-for-free-legal-assistance-to-children
https://www.nation.com.pk/
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PAKISTAN JODAY

September 25, 2024

JJANP calls for Juvenile Justice Act 2018 implementation to ensure child-friendly
justice dispensation

By Staff Report

LAHORE: To mark the World Day Against the Death Penalty, Juvenile Justice Advocacy
Network (JJANP) called on decision-makers to implement Juvenile Justice Act 2018 in true
sense to provide a separate and effective justice system for children in conflict with the
law.

“The Juvenile Justice Act 2018 is supposed to provide a child friendly justice system,
focusing on reintegration of juvenile offenders into society,” JJANP Convenor Barrister
Sarmad Ali pointed out at a media briefing held under the umbrella of Legal Awareness
Watch (LAW). Introduced in 2018 after the Universal Periodic Review on Pakistanin 2017,
the Juvenile Justice System Act mandates that children, when they get apprehended,
cannot be kept in ordinary police stations nor prisons instead observation homes and
rehabilitation centres.

He emphasized that the authorities concerned, without any further delay, should notify
rules of business under section 24 of the Act 2018 for implementation in letter and spirit
to give conductivity to children in courtroom as well as elsewhere.

The JJANP Convenor informed that a lack of adequate and effective age determination
procedure led numerous children to gallows and mass incarceration that meant
improvements to be made in the justice system of Pakistan.

Moreover, the investigation of criminal cases should be made fair and transparent in
accordance with Criminal Code of Procedure to make sure that children in conflict with
the law without any shadow of doubt are declared as juveniles and in absence of any
material evidence on age of arrested child through medical evidence i.e., ossification
test. It said this procedure must be adopted by the police and law enforcing agencies as
warranted Section 8 of the Act 2018,” Ali stated.

https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2024/09/25/jjanp-calls-for-juvenile-justice-
act-2018-implementation-to-ensure-child-friendly-justice-dispensation/



https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/author/staff-report/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2024/09/25/jjanp-calls-for-juvenile-justice-act-2018-implementation-to-ensure-child-friendly-justice-dispensation/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2024/09/25/jjanp-calls-for-juvenile-justice-act-2018-implementation-to-ensure-child-friendly-justice-dispensation/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/

S SR el Jiliygsn g @i S 00 alle VA S ige 5 (s Js)us
=S allas 1S S Ml 2 2018 S5l pites Jlgsa o osls Sl Alad (pedagha 4l S
LS Gajlatie LS S ol 8 alad IS alail jise )5) oanle SOl SIS (s pbalie i (516 5>
2SO0 580 L R (S dinie B (5 Jign S gl omibg) BB G s (oalie SO Ky 0 A LS
daia 86 2018 S8 s Jilis 52 LS S e g Sy i€ Sla o 55 s aa al
Ly Jlad 58 () sifaS (il il g Gpe g2 QLS g8 LS il jh ol 1S Caliai) ali o ALS () o
Gt S e Sewla WS da 2pd S 50508 S U)o SOA et o5 sl Fsen U s
M lan o 5 o) B 52 il S Uome e uaay S S ARDB S pe )l JISE S
-l (Y 5 i e pldai S Gilail S QLS &S o lhae IS Gea LELS

(Daily Nawa-i-Waqt) 26" September 2024.
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INTERNATIONAL
Call to implement Juvenile Justice Act

By Our Correspondent

September 27, 2024

Representational image of inmates behind jail bars.

LAHORE: To mark the World Day Against the Death Penalty, Juvenile Justice Advocacy
Network (JJANP), calling on decision-making quarters to implement Juvenile Justice Act
2018 in its letters which was introduced for providing a separate and effective justice
system for children in conflict with the law, told in a briefing to media personnel.

The briefing was held under the umbrella of Legal Awareness Watch (LAW) in a local
hotel. Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 was introduced after the Universal Periodic
Review on Pakistan in 2017. Under the above Act, children, when they get apprehended,
cannot be kept in ordinary police stations nor prisons instead observation homes and
rehabilitation centres. The Juvenile Justice Act 2018 was supposed to provide a child
friendly justice system, focusing on reintegration of juvenile offenders into society, said
convener barrister Sarmad Ali. He demanded the authorities concerned notify rules of
business under section 24 of the Act 2018 for implementing it in its letter to give
conductivity to children in courtroom as well as elsewhere and make juvenile justice
committees across Pakistan functional for resolving minor and major penal violations
through diversioni.e., non-penal sanctions. Moreover, the investigation of criminal cases
should be made fair and transparent in accordance with Criminal Code of Procedure.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/amp/1234193-call-to-implement-juvenile-justice-act



https://www.thenews.com.pk/amp/1234193-call-to-implement-juvenile-justice-act

Daily Times

Juvenile Justice Advocacy Network Urges Implementation of Juvenile Justice Act
2018 on World Day Against the Death Penalty

September 28, 2024

Lahore: To mark the World Day Against the Death Penalty, the Juvenile Justice Advocacy
Network (JJANP) called on decision-makers to implement the Juvenile Justice System Act
2018 in its entirety, during a media briefing held at a local hotel under the auspices of
Legal Awareness Watch (LAW).

The Act, introduced after the Universal Periodic Review on Pakistan in 2017, was
desighed to provide a separate and effective justice system for children in conflict with
the law. Barrister Sarmad Ali, convenor of JJANP, highlighted that under this law, juveniles
should not be detained in ordinary police stations or prisons but rather placed in
observation homes and rehabilitation centers. The Act aims to ensure a child-friendly
justice system that prioritizes the reintegration of juvenile offenders into society.

Ali urged authorities to promptly notify the rules of business under Section 24 of the Act
to operationalize it fully. He also called for the establishment of juvenile justice
committees across Pakistan to address minor and major offenses through non-penal
sanctions.

The briefing further emphasized the need for a more robust age determination process to
prevent wrongful sentencing of minors. The current inadequate system has led to the
execution and incarceration of children. The convenor stressed that criminal
investigations should adhere to the Criminal Code of Procedure, with age verification
through medical means like ossification tests, as mandated by Section 8 of the Act.

Despite the passage of over five years, Ali pointed out that no funds have been allocated
for free legal assistance under the Juvenile Justice System Act. He concluded the briefing
by urging decision-makers to implement JJANP’s charter of demands to ensure justice for
children across Pakistan.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1229614/juvenile-justice-advocacy-network-urges-
implementation-of-juvenile-justice-act-2018-on-world-day-against-the-death-
penalty/#google vignette



https://dailytimes.com.pk/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/1229614/juvenile-justice-advocacy-network-urges-implementation-of-juvenile-justice-act-2018-on-world-day-against-the-death-penalty/#google_vignette
https://dailytimes.com.pk/1229614/juvenile-justice-advocacy-network-urges-implementation-of-juvenile-justice-act-2018-on-world-day-against-the-death-penalty/#google_vignette
https://dailytimes.com.pk/1229614/juvenile-justice-advocacy-network-urges-implementation-of-juvenile-justice-act-2018-on-world-day-against-the-death-penalty/#google_vignette

APPENDIX:

CHARTER OF DEMANDS
To Effectively Implement the Juvenile Justice System Act
2018.

dokskstst

Excellency,

1. Pursuant to Notification No.SO (R&P) 1-18/21 what steps have been
taken to make Juvenile Justice System Committee (s) operational
across Punjab and Sindh under section 10 of JJSA 2018 for the
resolution of cases of children found involved in offence (s) of major
and/or minor nature through Diversion i.e., alternative to punitive
measures?

2. What measures have been taken by the provincial government to
introduce funds for providing free legal aid (at the State Expense) to
children in conflict with the law having abandoned by their families?

3. It is before us that children who come in conflict with the law are
produced in court on physical remand under section 167 of Code of
Criminal Procedure 1898 (henceforth CRPC) without informing the
concerned probation officer or their guardian/relative by the police
officer /investigating officer knowingly or unknowingly.

Whether any procedure is going to be adopted to provide necessary
trainings to policemen to overcome this shortage of communication
between the concerned probation officers?

4. Under JJSA 2018 children in conflict with the law should be informed
about their rights within 24-hours of their arrest. However, in
procedure the said provision of law has not been getting effectively
implemented across Punjab and Sindh. So, what program has been
implemented to assist and facilitate children in conflict with the law for
making them informed of their rights particularly during physical
remand/custody?



5. In addition, JJSA 2018 provides the government may establish
observation homes! and juvenile rehabilitations? centers under JJSA
2018 for juveniles including separate centers for female juveniles.
Despite these clear-cut provisions not a single observation home for
housing children those said to have infringed penal law has been
established nor any certified rehabilitation center come into existence
across Pakistan for reformation of juvenile offenders. Therefore, inform
us what measures and steps are taken by the government to establish
observation homes and rehabilitation centers for rehabilitation of
juveniles?

6. What effective strategies’ the government have for probation officers to
equip them with latest approaches for rehabilitation of children in
conflict with the law either (discharged or sentenced to incarceration)?

7. That when will the government opting to make rules for a carrying out
the purpose of this Act3 (written in the preamble i.e., social
reintegration)?

8. Apart from above all, we've also submitted following brief demands that
ought to be followed immediately:

e

. No child in custody of police should be handcuffed while moving
from one place to another: see section 6 of JJSA 2018.

=0
[
.

From the very first day of arrest of a child he/her should not be
kept in police station during the physical remand under section
167 CRPC 1898: see sections 2 (k) of JJSA 2018.

iii. The preamble of JJSA 2018 provided it is to provide a criminal
justice system for juveniles it implies that juveniles in trouble
with the law while in custody of the police in the police stations
or in prison (barracks) should not be mixed with adult prisoners

" Observation Home" means a place where a juvenile is kept temporarily after being apprehended by police as well as
after obtaining remand from juvenile Court or otherwise for conducting inquiry or investigation for the purposes of this
Act.

2 "Juvenile Rehabilitation Center" means a place where a juvenile may be kept and given education, vocational or
technical training lor his mental, moral, and psychological development and includes certified institution, juvenile
training institutions, borstal institution, vocational centers, da ul-amaan and women crises centers established by the
Government or by voluntary organization certified by the Government.

3 Section 24: The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of
this Act.



or convicts ensuring they should not become desperate nor
violent.

iv. Most importantly, a person who appears to be a child when
apprehended an inquiry to be conducted by the investigating
officer because owing to inadequate age determination*
procedures many children have been behind bars those facing
severe punishment. Without adopting age determination
procedure scientifically system of JUSA 2018 could not be set into
motion meaning under eighteen individuals would face criminal
charges under substantive criminal law of Pakistan leaving them
vulnerable.

END

Thanking you,

q,__ﬁ
(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
LL.M. (U.K))
Director LAW

National Convenor of Juvenile Justice Advocacy Network Pakistan (JJANP)

Dated: 2»d October 2024.

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally edited.

4Section 8 (1): Where a person alleged to have committed an offence physically appears or claims to be a juvenile for
the purpose of this Act, the officer in charge of the police station or the investigation officer shall make an inquiry to
determination the age of such person based on his birth certificate, educational certificates, or any other pertinent
documents. In absence such documents, age of such person may be determined on basis of a medical examination
report of a medical officer. Section 8 (2): Where an accused person who physically appears to be a juvenile for the
purpose of this Actis brought before a Court under section 167 of the Code, the Court before granting further detention
shallrecordits findings regarding age based on available record including the report submitted by the police or medical
examination report by a medical officer.






