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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:
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» After repeated submissions eventually the trial court directed the
district probation officer, Lahore Mr. Waqas Wattoo to submit Social
Investigation Report (SIR) in the joint trial of “RY” and “AD”.
Reminding that they have been facing trial allegedly on charges of
necrophilia and murder since December 2020.1
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> We congratulate Ms. Khadija Cheema Advocate from Gujranwala for
obtaining acquittal of a nine-year-old child. She was among those who
had attended LAW’s two days training workshop on juvenile justice
in Gujranwala last year (2024).

In the said case the trial court after considering material facts as well
as section 82 of Pakistan Penal Code 1860 had allowed acquittal to
the child. The Criminal Law Amendment (2016) revised section 82
of code of criminal procedure 1898--whereby the criminal age of liability
was increased from seven to ten years in Pakistan. However, we at LAW
believe more such like, progressive decisions ought to come from the
courts across Pakistan that consider meaningful implementation of
juvenile justice Act 2018 in its letter and spirit.
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" Under section 14 of Juvenile Justice Act 2018 the trial court to seek (SIR) from the concerned district
probation officer any time before penning a final judgement.



» Moreover, the Single Bench of Lahore High Court in his latest
judgement has encapsulated that “The juvenile justice system is a
specialized legal framework developed to address the unique needs and
circumstances of young individuals/children who come in conflict with
the law”. It is safely said that the courts across Pakistan have
intelligence to comprehend the international standards and precedence
when it comes to deal with cases involving children in conflict with the
law.

However, at times it has been observed that courts, police, etc.,
remained reluctant to implement juvenile justice Act 2018-- where
public outcry has mounted for instance, cases of children “RY”, “AD?”,
and “AS”, etc., who got apprehended on penal charges. Despite public
outcry and/or media excitement the judiciary and other stakeholders
must observe full adherence to the juvenile justice law to protect the
best interest of children in conflict with the law.
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WE WERE IN THE PRESS:
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LAHORE: Alhamra Hall Gaddafi Stadium on 25th May 2024 hosted a
theatrical performance titled In Search of Justice’ orchestrated by the
Juvenile Justice Advocacy Network Pakistan (JUANP).

The event was a vivid portrayal designed to raise awareness about the
Juvenile Justice System Act 2018, emphasizing its importance for the
rehabilitation and reintegration of juvenile offenders. Advocate and JJANP
convener Sarmad Ali articulated the drama's core objective to spotlight the
legislative milestone represented by the Juvenile Justice Act 2018. "This
act offers a pivotal shift in how juvenile offenders are treated, steering them
away from severe penalties like life imprisonment or the death penalty, and
instead providing opportunities for rehabilitation," Ali asserted.

The drama featured children enacting various roles, including police
officers and perpetrators, illustrating the procedural flaws within the
current justice system. Scenes depicted the arrest of young offenders and
the subsequent mishandling of their cases, highlighting critical gaps in
investigation practices. Notably, the performance underscored the
troubling reality that juveniles are often held in police stations rather than
rehabilitation centers. Sarmad Ali lamented the absence of detailed rules
for the Juvenile Justice System Act 2018, stressing the urgent need for
their formulation and implementation to ensure the act's effectiveness. The
performance served as a powerful call to action, urging stakeholders to
prioritize the welfare and rights of juvenile offenders.2

2 https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1193305-alhamra-hosts-drama-on-juvenile-justice-system



https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1193305-alhamra-hosts-drama-on-juvenile-justice-system
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UPCOMING EVENT:

518
LAW,  FORUM ON
THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
ACT 2018 IN COLLABORATION
WITH BAR ASSOCIATION

OF GUIRAT

(ITETTHI)R K LEGAL AWARENESS WATCH PAKISTAN (LAW)

1ITHUNE}2024]

END



Thanking you,

(s
(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
Director LAW
JJANP Convenor
Chairperson Juvenile Justice and Child Rights Committee
of Lahore Bar Association.

Dated:214 June 2024.

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally edited.



