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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

M S b sole:
» After successful implementation of the theatre play on 25th May 2024

in Lahore in collaboration with Alhamra Cultural Complex thereafter,
LAW had implemented awareness-raising session on 11th June in

Gujarat city.

One of the recommendations were that since district Gujarat comprised
a larger rural area infested with socio economic challenges under feudal
system, therefore media advocacy must be conducted in Gujarat city as
well as in its municipalities for the awareness and sensitization of
stakeholders. The forum was just the beginning to protect the best
interest of juvenile offenders/children in conflict with the law.
Therefore, urgently required to conduct more trainings in Gujarat, said

Ms. Farzana Kausar (Woman Police Station Head Officer).
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ACT2018 IN :

:

Photo from the forum/session on juvenile justice in Gujarat
ook
» LAW has taken up the case of a 10-year-old- boy who was found dead
in Pakpattan prison in the last week of June 2024. “Afzal” was put to
prison under penal charges months ago. He was put in an ordinary
prison instead of a rehabilitation center.! As we’ve already highlighted
from time to time that children in conflict with the law are supposed to
be put in rehabilitation center (s) for making them reformed individuals.

The preamble of the juvenile justice Act 2018 warranted that child in

" Under Juvenile Justice Act 2018 children supposed to be housed in rehabilitation center (s), however, to
date despite the lapse of more than of five years not a single rehabilitation center across Punjab and/or
Pakistan has been notified for housing children in conflict with the law. Children in conflict with the law
have been getting housed in ordinary prisons those keeping adult-prisoners as well.



conflict with the law be socially reintegrated and not to be
punished/incarcerated even if found involved or sentenced in
serious/heinous penal violations under the Pakistan Penal Code

1860.

We got to know about the case of “Afzal” from an email addressed to
the Director, LAW stating that strategic action ought to be taken to
highlight the mysterious death of a 10-year-old. However, the local
media houses/newspapers had not highlighted the miserable death of
that child. To support the implementation of juvenile justice Act 2018
LAW had instituted a strategic petition to the Chief Provincial
Commissioner for Children (Punjab) operating under the office of
Ombudsman Punjab to take an action and issue notice to the
authorities /superintendent of Pakpattan prison on the miserable death
of that child in prison. The matter is now fixed on 3rd July 2024. We'll
keep you updated on this.
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Getty Image of Pakpattan Prison
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WE WERE IN THE PRESS:
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dsman takes notic X+

i nation.com.pk/27-Jun-2024/punjab-ombudsman-takes-notice-of-child-s-death-in-pakpattan-jail

E-PAPER TODAY'S PAPER EDITOR'S PICKS OPINION NEWS MUL
Q & Q
LAHORE - The office of the Ombudsman Punjab has taken notice of a 10-

years old boys death in Pakpattan jail a few days ago, upon an
application/letter by Barrister Sarmad Ali, the Director Legal Awareness
Watch (LAW). Barrister Sarmad Ali wrote to the Office of Chief Provincial
Commissioner (OCPCC) - Ombudsman Punjab on June 4, 2024, demanding
an action to be taken against the concerned authorities. Minors must be
housed in rehabilitation centres instead of adult-prisons, according to
Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 (JJSA), he maintained. He submitted that
the office of commissioner must act to obtain or summon autopsy report of
the deceased (child) to find out whether he hanged himself or killed by his
barrack fellows or else. Responding to the letter sent by Barrister Sarmad
Ali, the office of the Ombudsman Punjab has asked the Superintendent Jail
Pakpattan to submit reply on July 3, 2024.
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Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court

Director LAW

National Convenor Juvenile Justice Advocacy Network Pakistan
(JJANP)

Dated: 214 July 2024.

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally edited.



