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NEW YEAR MESSAGE (2024)

e Legal Awareness Watch wishes everyone a happy new year (2024). We
hope that (2024) will bring easiness in the lives of children behind bars
across Pakistan and around the globe. Furthermore, we believe that the
juvenile justice Act 2018 of Pakistan will get implemented in its letters
and spirit and become invaluable and indispensable for children in
conflict with the law.
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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

- The Single Judge Bench of Lahore High Court in the month of
December 2023 laid down a landmark decision that had directed the
electronic media channels/houses to refrain from taking interviews of
inmates and people facing penal charges including children.

LAW applauds the decision of the Lahore High Court to the reason that
the juvenile justice Act 2018 warranted that the identity of children in
conflict with the law to remain undisclosed. Furthermore, the High
Court in its decision said that “buying a camera and mic” has become
quite easy to buy for invading the privacy of people. The Court had
recommended to the PEMRA (Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority) and FIR (Federal Investigation Agency) to make regulations
and policies for controlling disinformation and unauthenticated
spreading of information on the social media platforms.!
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1 Crl. Misc..62271/23
Abdul Rehman Vs The State, etc.



THE NEED FOR IMPROVING THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM ACT
2018:

Despite lapsed of six years of its promulgation juvenile justice Act of 2018 in
Pakistan has not been fully implemented in its letters and spirit across
Pakistan. For example, section 10 stipulated the juvenile justice committees
across Pakistan to be notified for the resolution of cases of children said to
have breached minor or major penal law of Pakistan? regardless of this
expressed stipulation not a single juvenile justice committee across Pakistan
particularly Punjab and Sindh have to date been made functional for the
resolution of cases through diversion i.e., no punitive sanctions only restorative
measures. Bare available at www.legalawarenesswatch.com

However, each juvenile justice committee supposed to have four members i.e.,
Judicial Magistrate with the powers of section 30, District Public
Prosecutor, Probation Officer, or a Social Welfare Officer not below the
17-grade scale, and an Advocate having seven years of standing at the
bar.

However, section 206 of the juvenile justice and delinquency prevention
Act 1974 in the U.S. constituted a high-level council for resolving issues
pertaining to children conflict with the law and preventing child delinquency.
The council comprises of twenty members, ten lawyers with extensive
experience in juvenile justice irrespective of political affiliations, three
members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives after
consultation with the minority leader of the House of Representatives, three
members appointed by the majority leader of the Senate after
consultation with the minority leader of the House of Representatives, three
members appointed by the President, and one member appointed by the
Chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs of Senate.

We at LAW believe the number of members in the juvenile justice committee
(s) to be increased for effective and expeditious outcome of cases of children.
Prima facie, it appears that insertion of section 10 of the juvenile justice
Act 2018 is a mere formality missing the intention to resolve cases of children
in conflict with the law through restorative measures i.e., diversion from
punitive sanctions. It is also quite strange that there is not a single stipulation
in the Act 2018 that demands submission of quarterly, or yearly report to the
authorities such as, Sessions Judge, etc. So, Pakistan’s juvenile act -having
only 25 sections- does not meet the exponential changes and needs of the
time as there is not even a single doctor, physiologist, or psychologist as a

2 Minor and Major violations of penal law carry punishment up to seven years of simple imprisonment.


http://www.legalawarenesswatch.com/

member in the juvenile justice committee for report preparation regarding
physical and psychological aspects of juveniles.

At glance, we recommend the juvenile justice committees across Pakistan to
be made functional and the legislature should amend the whole act by
increasing the number of members of the Juvenile Justice Committee (s).

(Sarmad Ali)

Director LAW
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PHOTOS FROM RECENT PAST SPECIAL SESSION WITH
JOURNALISTS:
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LEGAL AWARENESS WATCH

SESSION ON SENSITIZATION
OF JOURNALISTS ON JUVENILE
JUSTICE SYSTEM ACT 2018 AT LAHORE

8th DECEMBER 2023
LEGAL AWARENESS WATCH PAKISTAN (LAW)

The session discussed that the important role the media plays in the overall
implementation of the juvenile justice law in its letter and spirit ensuring that
the desires of the Juvenile Justice Act 2018, which include rehabilitation,
reintegration, and education of juveniles, are met. The aim of the Juvenile
Justice Act 2018 was to encourage social reintegration of children in conflict
with the law into society through rehabilitation and giving rights those
enshrined in the Act 2018.
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(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
Director LAW
Chairperson Juvenile Justice and Child Rights Committee
of Lahore Bar Association.
Dated: 1st January 2024

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally edited.



