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JANUARY 2023 EDITION

NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

» It is reported in local Urdu newspaper that two minor (s) got arrested on
suspicion of performing sexual activity with twelve years old girl in
Lahore.l We at LAW believe that they would be given their due rights those
embodied in the Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 (JJSA) i.e., their
parents and/or relatives/care taker (s) as well as the concerned probation
officer (to protect their best interest and wellbeing) informed about their
apprehend by the concerned Station Head Police Officer (S.H.O).

> On 17th December (2022), it was reported in the local papers that the
Inspectorate General of Punjab Prisons (I.G.) had issued direction to
prison police officials to ascertain the psychological (mental) health of
prisoners at the time of their admission to prison (s). The decision was
taken to make sure that prisoners would be given medical facilities as well
as due medical treatment in prison (s).2 We at LAW believe that children
less than 18-year of age particularly those who would charge with
blasphemy and such like (suspected) violation of law be given this facility
as well.

» It is reported in the local English newspapers on 31st December 2022
178 Afghan children were detained in prisons with their 129 Afghan
mothers in the province of Sindh. It was transpired to local press by the
Information Minister of the Sindh government in addition he said that
those 129 Afghan mothers were being tried for violation of Foreigner Act.3

» To bring innovation and effectiveness in its advocacy LAW across had
recorded a video clip (advocacy message) sharing rights of the children
(those embodied in JJSA 2018) who come in conflict with the law, and it
was broadcast on two channels from 234 December to 31st December
2022 (twelve times in a day) approx... reaching 0.1 million population of

Lahore. The video clip is also available on Youtube.com.
*kkkk

RESTORATION IS A RIGHT OF PRISONERS:
We at LAW believe that rehabilitation is a scientific and systemic process
of assessment, intervention with the view of brining the offenders back
into normal life with trivial potential for future breach of social
harmony/violation of penal law. Hence, rehabilitation is acknowledged as
“a right of every wrong doer” in recent times. This right is aimed to
transform wrong doers to bring their lives back to normal, leaving their

1 https://e.jang.com.pk/detail /324486

2 https://e.jang.com.pk/detail /319650

3 https://tribune.com.pk/story/2393552/129-afghan-women-178-kids-in-jails
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past away from their present lives. Considering prevailing criminal justice
system particularly for children that has been in practice since 2018
under the JJSA 2018 wuntil the time of this edition no
restorative /rehabilitation schemes have been introduced to transform or
rehabilitate the juvenile offenders to ensure that they would return to
normal lives after their release from the prison. For instance, “killing a
man is not justice, but merely a type of revenge”, said L. Ron Hubbard
while discussing the implication and practice of the death penalty. Thus,
it is safely submitted that locking any person to severe life imprisonment
without the prospect of parole is also a sheer violation of human rights
and it is as same as the barbaric death penalty. In recent times in third
world like Pakistan there is a need of introducing courses/restorative
scheme (s) for children in conflict with the law that can encourage self-
respect, overcoming addiction, learning skills for life.
Thanking you,

(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
Chairman Juvenile Justice Committee of

Lahore Bar Association.
Director Legal Awareness Watch Pakistan (LAW)

Dated: 1st January 2023.

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally edited.



FEBRUARY EDITION 2023

NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

e A seven-year-old boy was arrested in Burewala district of the province
Punjab# in response of First Information Report (FIR) lodged with Fateh-
e-Shah police station. The court had summoned the Station Head Officer
(SHO) and took report on why the FIR/criminal case was lodged against
the minor in violation of sections 82 and 83 of the CRPC 1898.5

e Despite five years of promulgation of JJSA 2018° Rules of Business
under section 24 until the time of this edition have not been introduced
to the point of Punjab as well as rest of parts of Pakistan to bring it in
complete implementation to safeguard the welfare of the minors in conflict
with the law. Due to absence of rules the juvenile justice committee (s)
that to be established under section 107 have not been getting operational
to resolve cases of minor and major violations of law involving children
through Diversion® i.e., reprimands, community service, etc., from penal
sanctions.

e To make the Home Department of Punjab alerted on their failure to
introduce rules under JJSA 2018 LAW had instituted a complaint in
January 2023 under The Punjab Transparency and Right to
Information Act 2013 to the Punjab Information Commission against the
Home Department of Punjab. In response the Home Department
submitted a reply dated 18.01.2023 that the government level committee
was constituted for the introduction of Punjab Juvenile Justice Rules,
2021 and its meeting was held on 22.12.2022 in the Chamber of Special
Secretary (Home), Government of Punjab.

e In addition, the reply further provided nine prisons (six central and three
district prisons) out of total 41 prisons of Punjab declared as Juvenile
Rehabilitation Centers under section 20 of JJSA 2018 for reintegration
of child offenders. Pursuant of letter/information available before LAW
following prisons are hereby declared as Rehabilitation Centers i.e.,
Women Jail, Multan, Central Jail, Multan Central Jail, Rawalpindi,
Central Jail, Faisalabad, Central Jail, Gujranwala, Central Jail, D.G.
Khan, Central Jail, Sahiwal, District Jail, Muzaffargarh, District Jail,
Lahore.

4 https://e.jang.com.pk/detail /349387

5 The criminal age of liability in Pakistan was increased from seven years to ten years through the criminal
law amendment of 2016.

6 Juvenile Justice System Act 2018.

7 For bare reading of the Act 2018 visit: www.legalawarenesswatch.com

8 Diversion from penal sanctions is possible under JJSA 2018 under section 9 of the same.
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e Director of LAW has been declared “Chairman” of the “Juvenile Justice
and Child Rights Committee” for the third consecutive time (2021-
2024). The Committee was initially constituted in May 2021 and
therefrom it has been getting reconstituted every year.°

Thanking you,

(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
Director Legal Awareness Watch Pakistan (LAW)
Chairman Juvenile Justice and Child Rights Committee

Lahore Bar Association
126-Lawyers Chambers District Court Lahore.

Dated: 31st January 2023.

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally edited.

9 The President (s) of bar associations may constitute committees having advocates as their members. The
Presidents of bar associations may constitute committees as many as they want to. The members and
Chairmans of those committees are selected by the Presidents considering their activism and interest in
the issue/topic upon which committees are constituted.



MARCH EDITION OF 2023

NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

e The facility to make telephone calls by prisoners on death row to their
families across Punjab has been restored, said the Inspectorate General
of Punjab prisons. The step has been taken to give physical and mental
reprieve to prisoners on death row.10

Note: We at LAW still unsure of whether telephone calls making facility
would be given to all detainees on death row regardless of their age,
colour, race, creed, and offence they’re apprehended of and/or sentence
to inhumane penal sanctions i.e., the death penalty and mass
incarceration.

¢ On 10tk February 2023 police of Kahna had arrested eight persons of 16-
year-old “D”, 15-year-old “I”, and 18-year-old “T”. It was said from the
police that apprehended persons were involved in cock fighting during
which they scuffled and one of them open ariel firing.!1 We at LAW believe
that if there had been juvenile justice committees (s) operational and
active across Punjab in lines with section 10 of the Juvenile Justice
System Act 2018 (JJSA 2018) such like incidence (s) could have decided
through non-penal sanctions through diversion i.e., reprimands,
participation in community service, written oral apology, payments of fine
and costs, etc.12

RECENT DECISION OF THE LAHORE HIGH COURT:

e The Lahore High Court recently laid down!3 that if a person is less than
sixteen years of age then by virtue of section 6(3) of the Juvenile Justice
System Act, 2018 he should be granted bail as of right and not by way of
grace of concession.

A holistic reading of the above sections of the Act of 2018 reflects that a
juvenile i.e. (person less than 18- years- of- age) suspect of a major or
minor offence, should be granted bail as of right and not by way of grace
or concession unless it appears that there are reasonable grounds for
believing that the release of such juvenile may bring him in association
with criminals or expose him to any other danger. If the offence for which
a juvenile is charged is a heinous offence, the juvenile may be declined
bail provided he is more than 16 years of age. I have also noted that
sections 6(3) and 6(4) of the Supra mentioned Act have different meanings

10 https://e.jang.com.pk/detail/375123%22

11 https://e.jang.com.pk/detail /365625

12 provided that where the complainant is a state functionary and the offence has not been committed against a
private person, the juvenile justice committees may dispose of the case (incidence) through diversion with consent
of the concerned public prosecutor.

13 Muhammad Manzoor @ Dani Versus State, etc. {2023 LHC 472}
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and purposes. Section 6(4) of the Act ibid does not have an overlapping
effect upon section 6(3) of the Act. Extract from the decision.

We at LAW believe that the JUSA 2018 was enacted to provide a separate
justice system for children in conflict with law to socially reintegrate as
well as rehabilitate them.

The Above cited extract to an extend is landmark, however, it is only
aiming to grant bail/liberty to children those facing charges of minor and
major violations such as kite flying, rash driving, loudspeaker violation,
betting, etc. Under the JJSA 2018 children more than 16-year-of-age
have not been given a right of bail--where they have been apprehended on
suspicion of committing heinous nature violations such as, murder,
dacoity with murder, narcotics smuggling, etc. This disparity in the law
should be removed and children of all ages (up to 18-year-of-age) be
treated under the law in the judicial procedures as same as less than 16-
year-of-age in lines with United Nations Convention on the Rights of

Child (UNCRC)

(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
Director Legal Awareness Watch Pakistan (LAW)
Chairman Juvenile Justice and Child Rights Committee
Lahore Bar Association
126-Lawyers Chambers District Court Lahore.

Dated:1st March 2023.

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally edited.



APRIL EDITION OF 2023

NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

» To start off (2023) advocacy LAW Pakistan in collaboration with the
District Bar Association of Taxila held a forum on 21st March on the
implementation of the Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 (JJSA 2018).
The forum had the participation of 40 stakeholders having the President
of the Bar Association, General Secretary of the Bar Association, the
Judicial Magistrate, lawyers/advocates, policemen from the Punjab police
of sub-inspector rank, and probation officer as guests of honour.

It was recommended in the end of the forum by the President of the
District Bar Association that LAW and their partners abroad and within
Pakistan would have plan more like training workshops and forums for
the awareness as well as sensitization of the legal fraternity and
stakeholders to ensure effective and meaningful implementation of the
JJSA 2018. The President furthered that the elected members of the Bar
Association (2023-2024) would have a meeting with the District Judge
to make him aware that the Juvenile Justice Committee in the district
to be made operational for the resolving cases of minor and major
violations of penal law of Pakistan involving children (less than 18-year-
of-age).

» LAHORE: A youth of 20-year-of age (as per the media reports) named “F”
charged of killing his friend on 6th March 2023 with gunshot fire.!4 In
our view the investigation officer (I.0.) should seek permission from the
court of first instance in case of finding of no documentary evidence
concerning the age of the minor for establishing his exact age. We had
noted in past that children had been declared (above 18-year-of-age)
intentionally and/or recklessly in the investigation by the police/law
enforcing agency to avoid fulfilling their duties whereby whole of the JJSA
2018 got violated.

» GUJRAT: Police had apprehended “H” aged 16/17 years on suspicion of
causing murder of his mother in collusion with his real father, paternal
uncle, and aunty, said the police.!> We at LAW Pakistan believe that the
identity of apprehended child would be protected in fulfilment of section
13 of the JJSA 2018 that prohibited the disclosure of the identity of
children in conflict with the law. Under JJSA 2018 the disclosure of
identity of children in conflict with the law is punishable by three years of
simple imprisonment and/or with fine. Note: in the footnote we’ve
provided the link of the video clip-- wherein the identity of the
apprehended child was revealed by the anchor/interviewer.

14 https://e.jang.com.pk/detail/388128

15 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1742298926164684&external log id=c9bf570e-5d60-42fb-
adc2-54879ac53e86&q=taftishi



https://e.jang.com.pk/detail/388128
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1742298926164684&external_log_id=c9bf570e-5d60-42fb-adc2-54879ac53e86&q=taftishi
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1742298926164684&external_log_id=c9bf570e-5d60-42fb-adc2-54879ac53e86&q=taftishi

BAHAWALNAGAR: Saddar police have detained an 11-year-old boy for
allegedly raping his six-year-old schoolmate at Chak Dhai Munni Ram.!® Last
year (2022) LAW Pakistan held a forum in Bahawalnagar in collaboration with
the District Union of Journalists and District Bar Association on the JJSA
2018 that had the participation of more than 50 stakeholders. We at LAW
Pakistan believe that whosoever will take up the case of this minor would ensure
the participation of the concerned probation officer during the whole judicial
procedure. Additionally, we further believe children apprehended in Pakistan to
be housed in rehabilitation centers instead of ordinary notorious and
overpopulated prisons as recently noted that in 2021 there were 51,411
prisoners in the province, of whom 33,206 prisoners were undertrial, 15,438
prisoners were convicts and 2,767 prisoners were condemned to life in prison.
In 2022, there were 53,876 prisoners in total, comprising 37,149 prisoners
undertrial, 14,401 convicted prisoners, and 2,326 condemned prisoners. In
2023 so far, there are 52,893 prisoners in total: 35,782 undertrial prisoners,
14,723 convicts and 2,388 condemned inmates.1”

PHOTOS FROM THE RECENT FORUM:

END

16 https://www.dawn.com/news/1744676

17 Figures made public by the authorities in the wake of surprise visit of interim Chief Minister of Punjab to Kot
Lakhpat prison of Lahore, Punjab.


https://www.dawn.com/news/1744676

Thanking you,

(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
Director Legal Awareness Watch Pakistan (LAW)
Chairman Juvenile Justice and Child Rights Committee of

Lahore Bar Association
126-Lawyers Chambers District Court Lahore.

Dated: 4th April 2023.

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally edited.



JUNE EDITION OF 2023

NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

» LAW held a forum on the implementation of the Juvenile Justice
System Act 2018 (hereinafter JUJSA 2018) on 25th May 2023 in
Khushab. Participants from the offices of Police Training College
Farooqabad, Police Training College, Inspectorate General of
Police Punjab, Punjab Child Protection and Welfare Bureau, and
Punjab Public Prosecutor General officially attended the forum
and took an active part in it. In nutshell, it was concluded with a
recommendation that the government bodies and decision-making
corners had to take measures and active actions to implement it in
lines with the international standards, conventions, and treaties to
protect the best interest of the children in conflict with the law. In
addition, due to ineffective implementation children in conflict with
the law often subjected to cruel and barbaric penal sanctions, and
denied their due rights embodied in JJSA 2018.

Highlights from the Forum

*k



» LAHORE: It is reported on social media that three children of one a
girl (14) has been arrested on charges of murder of their father. The
police of Raiwind City arrested them and put to prison. Despite
being less than eight years of age nor the police neither the court
involved the concerned probation officer in the investigation
procedure. JJSA 2018 provided that the concerned probation
officer be informed by the police where any children have been
arrested within 24 hours of their arrest. LAW is preparing for taking
up their cases on humanitarian grounds as mother of these
children have also been in prison.

> International CURE (Citizens United for Rehabilitation of
Errants) under the leadership of Mr. Charles Sullivan had its 9th
Conference on Human Rights & Criminal Justice Reform in
Nairobi, Kenya, May 1-5. There were 95 participants representing
28 countries. During the conference director LAW was among the
panelists on the issue of juvenile justice and adult sentencing in
Pakistan said that juveniles should be separated from adults and
prison officials should collaborate as allies for more humane
conditions. Each country should produce manuals which instruct
staff on the needs of the incarcerated, especially concerning women.
Finally, restorative justice and diversion should become primary
tools in a country's criminal justice system.

|

Director LAW among the panelists from the U.S., India, Ethiopia, and

Australia.
*kk



PERSPECTIVE FROM ABROAD:

> The Power of Restorative Justice in Youth Populations: A
Crucial Practice for Countries like Pakistan

Restorative justice is a powerful approach to addressing crime and
conflict that emphasizes healing, reconciliation, and active
participation of all parties involved. While its effectiveness has been
recognized globally, its application in youth populations has proven
to be particularly transformative. This article explores the
significance of restorative justice in countries like Pakistan,
highlighting its potential to foster positive change and reduce
recidivism rates among young offenders. Restorative justice focuses
on repairing harm caused by criminal behavior through dialogue,
empathy, and mutual understanding. It emphasizes the needs of
victims, offenders, and the community, aiming to restore
relationships and prevent further harm. The process typically
involves facilitated discussions, victim-offender dialogues, and
community involvement. In countries like Pakistan, where youth
crime rates are a pressing concern, implementing restorative justice
practices becomes crucial. Traditional punitive approaches often
fail to address the underlying causes of juvenile delinquency and
contribute to the cycle of reoffending. Restorative justice offers an
alternative that promotes personal growth, accountability, and
rehabilitation, setting the stage for positive development and
reintegration.

Restorative justice offers a transformative approach to addressing
youth crime in countries like Pakistan. By prioritizing healing,
accountability, and community involvement, it has the potential to
break the cycle of reoffending, empower young individuals, and
strengthen community bonds. Implementing restorative justice
practices should be a key focus for policymakers, justice systems,
and communities to create a brighter future for the youth and
promote a more just and compassionate society.

Steven Matthew Clark PhD Candidate
Restorative Justice Practitioner
Incarcerated Experience in the United States.

*kk

Thanking You,

G
(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
Director Legal Awareness Watch Pakistan (LAW)
Chairman Juvenile Justice & Child Rights Committee of
Lahore Bar Association.
126-Lawyers Chambers District Court Lahore.



Dated: 274 June 2023.



JULY EDITION OF 2023

NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

> PESHAWAR (KPK): The Peshawar High Court has granted post arrest
bail to a juvenile offender who was taken into custody on charges of
assaulting a boy of ten years old two months ago. We at LAW applaud this
decision of the Peshawar High Court reason being that the courts are the
main stakeholders in the process of effective implementation of the
Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 (JJSA) and to safeguard the best
interest of children in conflict with the law. 18

> LAHORE (PUNJAB): The trial court has granted post arrest bail to a child
(11) who was apprehended on account of murder almost 21 months ago.
The family of (M) had no resources to hire the services of a legal counsel
for his legal defense. LAW took up his case in June (2023) on a pro bono
basis and moved his bail petition which was accepted by the trial court!9.
LAW suggests through this edition to stakeholders that funds in Pakistan
to be allocated for children in conflict with the law who have no resources
or means to seek legal services in the pendency of judicial procedures
against them. See section 3 of JJSA 2018 which is available at
www.legalawarenesswatch.com

» LAHORE: It has been reported to us that two children got arrested on
charges of blasphemy under section 295 © of Pakistan Penal Code 1860.
We at LAW believe these children will receive fair trial under Article 10
(A) of the Constitution of Pakistan,1973. In addition, their cases are to
be considered under the provisions of JJSA 2018. Note: we may provide
you with further information if needed.

» LAHORE: In another incidence Raiwind police station arrested three
children namely M (14), A (16), and Z (17) on account of a murder. They
were put to prison to stand trial; however, trial proceedings had not yet
commenced. We have taken up their cases to provide them pro bono legal
services to establish their innocence beyond the reasonable.

> MIAN CHANNU (MULTAN): To seek effective implementation of JJSA
2018 across Punjab as much as possible in the given resources and man-
power LAW had instituted a bail petition of a child who was found to be
17-year and 7-month-old on the day of alleged occurrence of committing
sodomy in December 2022. “N” has been languishing in prison for more
than six months without a trial. We instituted his post arrest bail petition
in June 2023 on the reason of delay in the conclusion of his trial within
six months from the day of his arrest.

18 https://www.dawn.com/news/1761339

1 JJSA 2018 provided cases involving children in conflict with the law to be concluded within six months
if the delay in conclusion of the trial is not occasioned by the defense.
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TWO-DAY TRAINING WORKSHOP IN JULY:

» LAW has planned a two-day training workshop in Multan district from
11th July to 12tk July 2023. In this year we had already conducted two
forums (a day long) in two districts of the province Punjab of Pakistan i.e.,
Taxila, and Khushab. Since 2019 LAW in collaboration with their
partners has already held nine training workshops across Punjab and
Sindh and 34 forums/sessions about juvenile justice.

Dated: 1st July 2023

END

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally edited.



AUGUST EDITION OF 2023

RECENT PAST EVENTS:

Below is a group photo from a two-day training workshop on juvenile justice held
(11th July to 12th July 2023) in collaboration with the Punjab Police
Department, Social Welfare Department, Punjab Prosecution Department,
etc.
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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

» The trial court of Mian Channu (district Khanewal) had erred in law while
deciding on the post arrest bail petition of a child who was 17 years old
at the time of commission of an alleged infringement of penal law that said
to have been occurred in December 2022. The decision of the court
provided that the age was not to be considered from the day of the alleged
occurrence, instead it would be considered from the day the court laid
down its decision upon the application seeking by the child/ counsel for
the determination of his age. Under the international law and JJSA 2018
age to be considered on the day of alleged violation of penal law. The court
in its decision had miserably ignored the provision of section 8 of JJSA
2018 that provided age to be considered from the day of alleged
occurrence.
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UPCOMING EVENT:
» LAW has planned a second two-day training workshop of this year in
Gujranwala district from 1st August 2023 to 224 August 2023 in
collaboration with Punjab Child Protection and Welfare Bureau.

iy

LEGAL AWARENESS WATCH

TWO-DAY TRAINING
WORKSHOP ON JUVENILE
JUSTICE IN COLLABORATION
WITH THE CHILD PROTECTION
& WELFARE BUREAU
GUJRANWALA

([ITITHI(B LEGAL AWARENESS WATCH (LAW)

1STYAUGUSTRTON2NDJAUGUSTR2 023

pSs LSy iuyT 0)g) 93 Sywed S Jw yloy aw yolei S gyen yualg Il (uiSSey Iblz Ll
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Dated: 1st August 2023.

END

Note: This is the first edition of the Juvenile Justice Newsletter that has been translated into Urdu
language for the convenience of the local stakeholders in Pakistan.



SEPTEMBER EDITION OF 2023

RECENT PAST EVENTS:

e We’re proudly announcing that in the wake of LAW’s second training
workshop early August 2023 at Gujranwala district on juvenile justice in
collaboration with the Punjab Child Protection and Welfare Bureau
concluded with Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the two
to collaborate on developing literature and research for the sensitization
of stakeholders about the Destitute and Neglected children Act 2004
and Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 (JJSA 2018).
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Photo from the training workshop II
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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

We’re delighted to share that LAW has produced a video documentary of nine
minutes with the support of their partner organization abroad entailing salient
features of JUSA 2018. The objective of the said video documentary is to display
what has been happening within Pakistan linked to juvenile justice as well as
highlighting the infringement of various provisions of JJSA 2018. Recipients of
this newsletter may send us an e-mail to receive the copy of the
documentary.
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In addition, we thank Non-Linear Editor (NLE) from SUNO NEWS Mr. Asim
Shehzad for helping us in the making of this documentary. We would also
like to pay our humble gratitude to Mr. Shahbaz Mian President Pakistan
Union of Journalists, and Mr. Rana Ghulam Sarwar District Probation Officer
Lahore for giving their insight on juvenile justice with reference to JJSA 2018
in the documentary.
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SUCCESSFUL PRESS BRIEFING:

e Apart from producing a video documentary and successful execution of
training workshop II in August 2023 LAW held press briefing on 19th
August 2023 to showcase their advocacy linked to juvenile justice across
Pakistan particularly in Punjab to seek effective and meaningful
implementation of JJUSA 2018. The highlights of the press briefing had
been shared in most leading English & Urdu dailies of Pakistan. Below is
the list of newspapers that highlighted LAW’s press briefing in nutshell.

S8l 19 d o9ils sgle S 3lai LlolS S pgd VLS9 ao 2023 Cuull gl dliy als iugliws gulg Sl
2023 niwulg aw Slail S ysz pre Wy yo gl po s LSy ~SU LS slasil 5 Sidy gy 85
Sawlz Ll iy 95 3l (el gl Yige S 2018 | pul 2 2 SU Swlz LS b 55 SISy oyl
okl wisy &l e Bhlsl gime S olj 90l ysl Sl S LS yLSle> S Sidy g ys ol
LS ubled o8 Sidu gyt oS 0sild ek Jﬂi"-"*%*us-ui? = Sapd oS Shlsl ol pae Ui

https://www.dawn.com/news/1771618

e  https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1101912-funds-for-legal-aid-for-kids-demanded

e  https://tribune.com.pk/epaper/news/Karachi/2023-08-
23/ZDk3ZWQ4ZmQyO0TQwWZDJiMTR|YjiJmYjkwNjdiMTRIYjguanBIZw%3D%3D

e  https://www.nation.com.pk/21-Aug-2023/legal-awareness-watch-calls-for-implementing-juvenile-
justice-act-2018

e https://thepenpk.com/law-demands-funds-for-legal-services-to-children/

e  https://e.dunya.com.pk/detail.php?date=2023-08-218&edition=LHR&id=6878962 21730036

e  https://dailypakistan.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2023-08-21/page-6/detail-11

e  https://thenorthernpost.net/funds-and-rehabilitation-centers-essential-for-free-legal-services-to-

children/

e  https://www.roznama92news.com/efrontend/web/index.php/?station_id=2&page id=1&is common=&
xdate=2023-08-20&n=n19

e  https://www.nawaiwaqgt.com.pk/21-Aug-2023/1727518
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Thanking you,

(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
LL.M. (U.K.)
Director LAW
Chairman Juvenile Justice and Child Rights Committee
Lahore Bar Association.

END

Dated: 1st September 2023.

Note: This is the second edition of the Juvenile Justice Newsletter that has been translated into Urdu
language for the convenience of local stakeholders in Pakistan.



OCTOBER EDITION OF 2023

NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

e On 1st September 2023 the Child Court Lahore sentenced “Y” to serve
life imprisonment on charges of performing sexual activity falling under
section 376 of Pakistan Penal Code 1860. The judgement was laid down
by the court without taking the social investigation report from the
probation officer under section 14 of the Juvenile Justice System Act
2018 (JJSA 2018) that to be required from the probation officer prior to
passing of judgement to find out importantly whether
compromise/settlement was possible between the complainant and the
juvenile. We at LAW believe life imprisonment without the prospect of
parole is as barbaric as the death penalty. The United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Child in its Article 37 prohibited the
practices of the death penalty and life imprisonment without parole upon
children. However, section 16 of JJSA 2018 permitted awarding life
imprisonment to children in Pakistan in sheer violation of international
norms and law.
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e Another miserable incidence happened in September (2023) where a girl
of 14-year-old was apprehended on suspicion of killing her father in
Lahore. It was reported that he raped her for three months against which
the minor girl in presence of her month and brother killed him with a gun
shot. We expect the girl who had been apprehended by the police would
receive free legal assistance throughout the judicial processes having the
involvement of probation officer to guide her. Furthermore, we believe
“even a dangerous child is a victim his best interests also to be protected
by the State”.20
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20 https://www.opindia.com/2023/09/pakistan-14-year-old-girl-shoots-dead-father-bilal-khan-rape-3-months/
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS:

e The Rules of Business under section 24 of JJSA 2018 have been
notified by the concerned department to the extent of KPK province of
Pakistan. However, prior to this development rules of business had not
been notified in any of the region/province of Pakistan for effective
implementation of its procedures. Under JJSA 2018 special institutions
i.e., rehabilitation centers, and observations homes to be established for
children who come in conflict with the law across Pakistan. Presently,
across Pakistan not a single observation home and/or rehabilitation
specifically under JJSA 2018 to date have been established for
rehabilitation of juvenile offenders.2!
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o Despite repeated written requests to seek draft rules of business from the
authorities to the extent of Punjab to date they have fallen on deaf ears.
LAW even instituted an appeal to the Punjab Information Commission
against the authorities to get the copy of manuscript/draft rules of
business which was turned down on the ground that draft would only be
shared after its final approval from the provincial government.
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Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
LL.M. (U.K))
Director LAW
Chairman Juvenile Justice and Child Rights Committee
Lahore Bar Association.

END
Dated: 1st October 2023.

Note: This edition is also translated into Urdu language.

Zhttps://www.dawn.com/news/1774811#:~:text=PESHAWAR%3A%20The%20Khyber%20Pakhtunkhwa%20home,
the%20province%27s%20every%20divisional%20headquarters
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NOVEMEMBER EDITION OF 2023

NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

e We at LAW believe this newsletter is the only newsletter across Pakistan
which is reaching to its recipients in three prose i.e., English, Urdu, and
French. As you’re already notice we’ve been providing Urdu translation
of each paragraph of this newsletter for the convenience of stakeholders
within Pakistan.
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e LAHORE: A four-year-old girl was kept in police detention center with her
mother--who suspected to have violated penal law.l We at LAW believe
severe departmental inquiry would have initiated against Wahadat Colony
police station for violating the Children related laws and Pakistan Penal
Rules 1978. In addition, LAW urge the government of Pakistan to introduce
special detention centers for mothers getting apprehended with young
children in lines with international standards.
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e OKARA: The boy (14) in photo below apprehended on suspicion of killings
his father. LAW has a clear position that no children to be putin closed
doors of prisons and/or police stations instead rehabilitated to allow
them to reform themselves and become responsible individuals.

1 https://urdu.geo.tv/latest/343862-
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A boy (14) being detained in the police station.

Thanking you,

(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High
Court LL.M. (U.K.)
Director LAW
Chairman Juvenile Justice and Child Rights Committee Lahore
Bar Association.

END

Dated: 1st November 2023.

Note: It is the eleventh edition of this year (2023).



DECEMBER EDITION OF 2023

NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:
Strategy in (2024): This is going to be the last edition of this year (2023).
We at LAW hope that the recipients around the globe and within in Pakistan
had enjoyed reading all its editions and found news and information
encapsulated in them interesting and worthy of sharing. We’re gladly
announcing that this newsletter is going to be continued in the year (2024)
with an objective of reaching it to at least 800 to 1000 from 600 individuals,
stakeholders i.e., policemen, probation officers, lawyers/advocates,
prosecutors, judges, etc., rights groups, and human rights networks
comprising of individuals and larger NGOs for their updating and awareness

on the juvenile justice system of Pakistan. Note: Most editions of this newsletter
Jrom the beginning of this initiative since January (2021) had also been shared to
foreign missions to Pakistan.
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LAHORE: Despite repeated letters under The Punjab Transparency & Right
to Information Act 2013 and rules notified thereafter, the office of
Inspectorate General of Punjab Prisons until the time of this edition had
failed sending us the figures/data of children facing and/or sentenced to
severe punishment (s) under the offence of blasphemy. LAW instituted an
appeal against the I.G. of Punjab prisons to public data/figures relating to
children being kept in 43 prisons of Punjab on charges of blasphemy to date
no hearing/proceeding upon the institution of the appeal has taken place.
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LAHORE: A shocking incident had happened last week whereby six people of
a same family got killed in a road accidence. A boy of six years hit his father’s
car with a speed of 160 KMs (without acquiring a driving license) to another
car that was carrying six members of the same family. Despite these kinds of
incidences of grave nature, we at LAW believe that children in conflict with
the law must be treated under the provisions of Juvenile Justice System
Act 2018 to ensure that the legal machinery including the courts act wisely
and prudently in lines with the domestic law and international norms and
standards to ensure that children must be given pro bono legal aid and
detained in observation homes during the investigation period, and then sent



to rehabilitation center for giving them a chance to improve themselves. At
the time of this edition, that child was taken to anti-terrorism court by the
police and booked him under anti-terrorism law in sheer violation of the
juvenile justice law provided children must not be tried under the anti-
terrorism law.22
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BRIEF FEATURES WHAT IS DONE IN YEAR (2023)

With respect to advocacy LAW implemented two awareness-raising sessions
in Punjab in Taxila & Khushab districts that drew 79 stakeholders. Besides,
awareness-raising sessions, two training workshops in Multan & Gujranwala
districts having an attendance of 68 stakeholders held in the months of July
and August (2023), awareness-raising video clip which was broadcast on local
cable operators’ reaching it to 835000 (eyeballs) plus LAW had produced a
six-minute documentary that enclosed a story of a boy (16) who was
apprehended on alleged charge of murder in 2019. The documentary featured
the view of probation officer etc., in relation to what needed to be done to
implement the juvenile justice law in its letter and spirit to safeguard the best
interests of children in conflict with the law. Note: We may solicit a copy of
the documentary if anyone wishes that.
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Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Advocate High Court
LL.M. (U.K)
Director LAW
Chairman Juvenile Justice and Child Rights Committee
Lahore Bar Association (2021-2024).

END
Dated: 1st December 2023.

22 hitps://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2023/11/12/six-of-a-family-killed-in-lahore-accident/
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