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Abbreviations

LAW: Legal Awareness Watch Pakistan
MRDO: Marvi Rural Development
Organisation

CRPC: Criminal Code of Procedure 1898

PPC: Pakistan Penal Code 1860

JJ: Juvenile Justice under section 10 of JISA
2018

JC.: Juvenile Court

JJSA: Juvenile Justice System Act 2018

JIN: Juvenile Justice Newsletter

PEMRA: Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority

NAPA: National Academy of Prison
Administration

KPK: Kyber Paktunkhaw province

CRC: United Nations Convention on the Rights
of Children

CTD: Counter Terrorism Department

JJC: Juvenile Justice Committee of Lahore Bar
Association

LBA: Lahore Bar Association

I.G: Punjab Inspectorate General of Prisons
1.O: Investigation Officer

D.G: Director General
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A.C.: Assistant Commissioner
GBV: Gender Base Violence
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Note on Sources:

Where no source is quoted in the text of these
editions have been LAW surveys, fact finding
reports and communications from its
volunteers and private citizens, official
gazettes, economic and legal documents and
regional press and publication of international
agencies. We at LAW further submitted that
images in these editions have been taken from
national and regional newspapers and other
online resources.

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally
edited.
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Dear Recipient (s),

A very Happy New Year (2022). We hope that you had
a good time with your families and dear ones during
the Christmas holidays

After having received positive feedback on each
edition of this newsletter throughout the year (2021)
given us the energy and courage to continue this
newsletter in (2022) thus this is the first edition of this
year. LAW Pakistan will issue twelve editions with a
month gap as we did last year (2021). However, this
year we're expecting this newsletter to reach to at
least one thousand individuals, organisations, judges,
legal practitioners, prosecution, social
welfare/probation officers, etc. within Pakistan and
abroad linked to child justice and Human Rights.

Hence, this issue will entail news and information that
our volunteers came across in the very end of
December (2021) and provide collection of news
printed in local newspapers as well as found on social
medias pertained to children in conflict with law.
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We wish to have your feedback via email for letting us
to improve our future editions in this year.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated: 1%t January 2022.
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RECENT PAST NEWS:

e Achild (14) arrested on suspicion of raping his
cousin in Shahdara town of Lahore. The police
told media that child in custody resided under
a same house in joint family being cousins.?
LAW Pakistan insists that child in custody of
police to be given due protection of law i.e.,
JJSA 2018.

e Local electronic media channel broke a news
that police had arrested a child (15) from
“Feroz Wattoya” village of Sheikhupura district
of Punjab on suspicion of rape. The child who
was apprehended interviewed by the local TV
channel on 12™ December 2021-- whose
screen shotis placed below. It is to bringin your
knowledge last year (2021) on the complaint of
LAW Pakistan, the Human Rights Ministry of
Pakistan had issued direction to the Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) to
instruct (PEMRA) to observe section 13 of JISA
2018 that prohibited disclosure of identity of
children in conflict with law and it required

1 Roznama “Awaz”/Urdu newspaper dated 25" December 2021
at page no.6.
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prior permission from the Station Head Officer
(SHO) of police station that apprehended the
child or from the guardian of that child. When
LAW Pakistan contacted the reporter who
interviewed the child opined “accused is
accused it does not matter what her/his age is”.

Screen shot of the interview (right the media reporter and on left
the child in custody).

It is brought to your knowledge that the Home
Department Punjab had prepared draft “Rules
of Business” under JISA 2018 to be tabled in
the Punjab Assembly for its approval. The rules
of business will instruct the
departments/stakeholders how to operate and
conduct their operations--where a child is
found or reported to have infringed any penal
law of Pakistan.
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Police on Thursday arrested two teenage
students involved in the killing of an elderly
man for making a thrilling video. Four teenage
TikTokers, riding two motorcycles, gunned
down Qamar Raza at the Ghazi Chowk, Jaffer
Tayyar area, six days ago.?

We're delighted to inform you that LAW
Pakistan is invited to participate in a research
submission that is due in the “UN’s Special
Rapporteurs on the Right to Adequate Housing
and on Extreme Poverty”. The research
submission  will entail information on
criminalisation of homelessness (involving
children) and related behaviour (vagrancy,
status offences etc.) in Pakistan. We'll share
the final research submission once it is
available online.

RECENT PAST EVENTS:
LAW Pakistan with the support of its partners
abroad and within Pakistan the year (2021)
went successful with regards to planning and
execution of six awareness-raising sessions on

2 https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=40855
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child justice across Pakistan last of those
sessions held in Karachi in December 2021
(photo from that session placed below) and a
two-day national level training workshop with
stakeholders in Lahore in May 2021. Given that
those awareness-raising sessions and national
training workshop got recognition from almost
every relevant department this enhanced the
credibility of LAW’s advocacy about juvenile
justice. The Inspectorate General of Police of
Punjab and Sindh, Social Welfare and Bait-ul-
Maal, Probation and Parole Service of Punjab
Sindh and Balochistan, Office of Prosecutor
General Punjab and Sindh among others that
acknowledged LAW’s  awareness-raising
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sessions and a national level training workshop.

Photo from awareness-raising advocacy session that held in Karachi on child
justice in December 2021.

LAW Pakistan apart from executing awareness-raising
advocacy and individuals’ cases even in the wake of
rapid spread of the Covid-19 in early (2021) had also
completed research survey (volume Il) on tracing of
children facing or convicted of severe punishment i.e.,
life sentence without the prospect of parole and the
death penalty. Volume | and Il received international
recognition and acknowledgement in the World
Congress on Juvenile Justice that held in November
2021.

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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UPCOMING EVENT:
LAW Pakistan has planned to hold a two-day national
training workshop on JJISA 2018 in Lahore in the
month of February 2022.
END
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Dear Recipient (s),

LAW Pakistan held two important
meetings in the month of January 2022
with high rank officials of province
Punjab about child protection in the
context of juvenile justice and share
with them their literature particularly
recently developed compilation of
juvenile justice newsletters (2021), etc.
At glance, the office of Provincial Child
Commissioner® and Deputy Secretary
(Home) appreciated the efforts of LAW
Pakistan for assisting authorities’ on
bringing improvements in the criminal
justice system through reforms and
they had also praised LAW’s initiative of
developing a monthly newsletter on
juvenile justice for rapid
communication with the stakeholders

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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as it entails updates and developments
in juvenile justice across Pakistan
particularly Punjab.

In this edition we’ve shared news that
had been printed in local papers--
where children found involved in penal
incidences and brief points that arose
during the meetings with the two
dignitaries those mentioned above.

We wish to have your feedback via
email for letting us to improve our
future editions in this year.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated: 1% February 2022.

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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RECENT PAST NEWS:
Judge ljaz Ahmed of the Child
Protection Court (KPK) province
operating in Mardan district upheld the
verdict of the anti-terrorism court
against the child offender and
sentenced him to 25 years in prison.
Muhammad Nabi would have to serve a
life sentence. Imprisonment under
various provisions adds a total of 63
years of imprisonment to the child.
However, if the total sentence starts
from the same day, the child will have
to serve 25 years of life imprisonment.
LAW Pakistan condemned this decision
on the ground that under Article 36
read along with Article 37 (a) of CRC, a
child would not be sentenced to serve
life imprisonment without the prospect
of parole. Furthermore, we believe
where a child is found guilty of an
offence or involved in infringement of
any penal law of Pakistan not to be
subjected to incarceration in closed

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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prisons with desperate and hardened
adult offenders.*

° The authorities detained a boy (14), a
son of the deceased saying he used to
play the popular online game, Pubg,
and allegedly killed his mother and
three siblings influenced by the game.®

. We're regretfully sharing with you that
one of the boys who had been receiving
pro-bono legal aid from LAW Pakistan
since 2019 sentenced to serve life
imprisonment without the prospect of
parole by the trial court. We're now
preparing his Criminal Appeal to the
High Court to establish his innocence
beyond the reasonable doubt.

4 https://www.dawn.com/news/1671535/juvenile-gets-life-
sentence-for-girl-assault-murder

5 https://www.dawn.com/news/1671875/teen-pubg-player-
detained-over-familicide-in-lahore
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During the meeting with Provincial
Commissioner  for  Children, we
suggested that the electronic and print
medias including social media to be
regulated under their respective laws
as well as controlled and managed
under the provision of section 13 of
JISA that prohibited disclosure of
identity of children in conflict with law
or said to have infringed any penal law.
The office guaranteed that the office of
Commissioner for Children would
initiate communication at highest levels
of administration of Punjab province
and with the unions of journalists to
educate them on the existence of
section 13 of JISA.

LAW Pakistan had also suggested that
the journalists and electronic medias to
be educated and made aware of
disclosure of identity of children in
conflict with law would land them in
prison for simple imprisonment of
three vyears. Finding this issue
important the office had decided
sending a circulate to all

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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departments/stakeholders as well as to
media houses to draw their attention to
existence of provision of section 13
JJSA.

Akin to that another meeting had been
held with the Deputy Secretary Home
Department to express that the
criminal justice system introduced
through JISA could be implemented in
its letter and spirit by virtue of JISA by
the administration of Punjab province
particularly its law enforcing agencies
i.e., police, prisons police, etc.
Moreover, LAW Pakistan avowedly
expressed during the meeting that the
PPSP to be given capacity building
trainings in collaboration with civil
society organisations to make sure that
“Proactive Initiative Approach” would
develop in their operations because
only this way juvenile justice would
improve across Pakistan.

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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Director LAW and the Child
Commission Punjab.

UPCOMING EVENT:

e LAW has planned a two-day national
training workshop on child protection
and juvenile justice in Lahore from 15%
February to 16" February 2022.

END
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Dear Recipient (s),

The month of February (2022) remained very
busy for our volunteers, members and those
associated with wus. Pursuant to Covid-19
restrictions and protocols we held a two-days
training workshop on Child Protection and
Juvenile Justice in Lahore, Pakistan of
stakeholders that included Office of Prosecutor
General of Punjab, Probation and Parole
Service of Punjab and Sindh, Social Welfare
Department of Punjab and Sindh, Legal
Practitioners/ Defense Advocates, Punjab
Police, Journalists from leading dailies. In the
workshop two foreigners gave presentations
on restorative justice via video link from
Europe. We thank them as well as those who
had been with us during those two days either
virtually or in person for materially in the
success of the workshop.

We've a launched a new scheme for recipients
i.e., stakeholders, NGOs, and individuals of this
newsletter from the beginning of this initiative
in (2021) that we'll offer a special column in
future editions of this newsletter to those who
would wish to share their views or small articles
not more than 200 words on restorative justice

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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or any other piece of information pertaining to
juvenile justice.

We wish to have your feedback via email for
letting us to improve our future editions and
share with us your active e-mail addresses if
you would like to be amongst the network
facilitated by LAW Pakistan.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated: 1%t March 2022.

Juvenile Justice Newsletter

20




Compilation of 2022 Editions

TI5

LAW

L gz e

RECENT PAST NEWS:

e The boy who had been charged of allegedly
committing murders of his mother, sister, and
brother in February this year dispatched to
judicial lockup.® The police provided in the
investigation that the boy murdered his mother,
sister, and brother after being influenced by
PubG video game. LAW Pakistan had urged the
Federal government and stakeholders that
PubG video game and other alike virtual
activities to be banned in Pakistan for children.
Apart from our demand the Punjab Police itself
had put a request to the Federal Government of
Pakistan/Interior Ministry to seek appropriate
orders from all quarters to ban PubG game in
Pakistan. In past Battleground’s video game in
July 2020 had been banned when the
authorities had raised concerns that it was
driving the teenagers to violence while
reporting some incidents in which teens
committed suicide for not completing the task
given in the games.’

6 https://e.jang.com.pk/detail/60556

7 https://www.dawn.com/news/1674222
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o Weare really pleased to share with you that we
have  submitted the  Reporton the
Criminalisation of Homelessness and Extreme
Poverty to the UN’s Special Rapporteurs on
Human Rights and Extreme Poverty, and on the
Right to Housing in response to the Call for
Input on the decriminalisation of homelessness
and extreme poverty (30 August 2021). The
report is co-signed by Consortium for Street
Children and their other network members
which is available at: Global Network
Defending Street Children's Rights - CSC

UPCOMING EVENT:

e The two-days training workshop had concluded
with numerous recommendations amongst
those important was that child protection and
juvenile justice system of Pakistan to be
implemented rigorously in Pakistan by virtue of
CRC with reference to General Comments No.
24 and No. 21. Furthermore, children’s rights in
the juvenile justice to be protected keeping the
principles of restorative justice in sight within
the criminal justice. Without keeping principles
of restorative justice in sight children’s rights in
juvenile justice would not be achieved in
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Pakistan (if not) possibly taking many to gallows
(without age determination) and mass
incarceration without the prospect of parole,
the participants added.

After the conclusion of two days training
workshop participants had received “Certificate
of Participation” from us to boost their courage
as well as potential to make sure that they
would adopt international practices proactively
with reference to local context concerning
children in conflict with law or on streets being
destitute and/or neglected.

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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Dear Recipient (s),

In March (2022) our volunteers paid visits to
prisons across Punjab and met several
stakeholders to restore their commitments on
children rights in juvenile justice. Apart from
meetings and visiting prisons in March our
volunteers had also pleaded in courts on behalf
of children those facing or likely to be
dispatched to mass incarceration without the
prospect of parole and transportation for life in
violation of Article 37 of CRC.

In response to our offer that we had placed in
the last edition we received several discussion
pieces from our colleagues, and
associates/stakeholders on justice/juvenile
justice to be shared with the recipients of this
newsletter around the globe and within
Pakistan.

Therefore, this edition included the insight of
one of our participants from training workshop
from last month in Lahore on role of a
probation officer with reference to juvenile
justice.

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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Once again, we're refreshing that we have
launched a scheme for stakeholders, NGOs,
and individuals receiving this newsletter that
they may share with us their articles not more
than 200 words on restorative justice or any
other piece of information pertaining to
juvenile justice that we will share in future
editions.

We wish to have your feedback via email for
letting us to improve our future editions and
feel free to share with us your active e-mail
addresses if you would like to be amongst the
network facilitated by LAW Pakistan.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated: 1%t April 2022.

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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RECENT PAST NEWS:

e The child who had been arrested on charges of
allegedly causing murders of his mother, sister,
and brother being influenced from PUBG (video
game) per police/investigation agency sent
behind bars by the court. The child has been
facing pre-trial detention because the
investigation agency/police until the time of this
edition yet not submitted charge sheet/Challan
report in the court when it was required to be
submitted within 14-days from the time of
arrest under section 173 of code of criminal
procedure 1890. On his behalf LAW Pakistan
had instituted a petition in the court with a
prayer that the investigation agency/police be
directed to submit charge sheet/Challan report
in the competent court of jurisdiction/trial court
so that his trial would commence.®

e |t was reported to us in last month of March
(2022) by one of the participants from our last
month’s training workshop in Lahore on “Child
Protection and Juvenile Justice” that a child (in
photo below) had been arrested in Sialkot

8 https://www.dawn.com/news/1674222
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district of Punjab province on alleged charges of
murder. It transpired to us this child had
received no legal assistance during the time of
investigation and kept in ordinary detention
room/cell along with adults by the investigation
agency/police investigation officer. See: section
3 of JISA 2018 at
www.legalawarenesswatch.com. It was
violative of JISA 2018 in its letter and spirit as it
required that children in conflict with law when
apprehended would not be detained in ordinary
detention room/cell along with adults in police
station and receive legal assistance at the
expense of the State.
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e The office of Child Commissioner Punjab had
invited LAW Pakistan to take up a case of an
Afghan refugee family’s child who had been
taken into custody by the Child Protection and
Welfare Bureau (CPWB) from Lahore on
suspicion of begging in the high street of Lahore.
The child named (S) was taken into custody
without letting his parents aware and refused
returning to his parents. Likewise on 19%
January 2021 the European Court of Human
Rights in Lacatus v. Switzerland (Application No.
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14065/15) found that laws in Switzerland which
criminalised begging were a violation of Article
8 of the European Convention on Human Rights
(the right to respect for private and family life).
The claimant/plaintiff Ms. Lacatus was fined 500
Swiss francs for begging in publicin Geneva. The
Court found that Ms. Lacatus, who is illiterate
and comes from an extremely poor family,
relied upon begging as a means of survival and
had the right —inherent to her human dignity-to
attempt to meet her basic needs by begging. It
found that the fine imposed on her was
disproportionate to the aims of combatting
organised crime or protecting the rights of
shopkeepers and passers-by. LAW Pakistan had
supported this decision although children across
the globe and in Pakistan shall not be given a
free hand to begging. It should not be
considered as a permission to exploit children
by their real parents/handlers in many cases
their uncles and aunties in cases where parents
missing or dead.
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UPCOMING EVENT:

w Awareness Session On Child
<= Righs In Juvenile Justice
In Collaboration With District Bar
Association & Journalists
Union Bahawalnagar

ORGANISED BY:
LEGAL AWARENESS WATCH PAKISTAN (LAW)

PERSPECTIVE:

Juvenile Justice System and Role of Probation
Officer:

Juvenile Justice System is a globally adopted
mechanism which is collectively utilized by the
different pillars of criminal justice system to protect
the juvenile from myriad tentacles of apartheid social
and justice fabrics to provide him(juvenile) tranquil
universe and extreme livability. This is the core
responsibility of the juvenile justice incumbents to
render their services for the physical, social, emotional
psychological, etc. well-being of the juvenile and to
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find avenues which guarantees the best interest of the
child. Dwelling at length, probation officer possessing
the professional and trained background of
correctional services renders a pivotal and leading role
for the rehabilitation and reinvigoration of the juvenile
by using scientific principles and cognitive treatment
techniques. Probation officer develops a close liaison
with the juvenile, his/her family, police, lawyers,
prosecutors, prison, juvenile court as well as victim,
etc. to obtain such information and material
circumstances which may be helpful for the disposal of
the case and reclamation of the juvenile. Probation
officer requires to prepare a confidential report about
the character of child in conflict with law, education,
social, moral, and family background, any admission of
offence, steps taken for compromise or any possibility
of placing the juvenile on probation or sending him to
rehabilitation center/observation home (yet to be
established) for the assistance of the juvenile court as
well as rehabilitation of child offenders. Probation
officer being the part of juvenile justice committee,
decides for the early and fruitful disposal of the case
by using the different modes of diversion without
exhausting the formal judicial proceedings.
Subsequently, Probation officer also provides follow-
up services to the juvenile to deter recidivism.
Probation officer may also inspect observation homes,

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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rehabilitation centers and proposes recommendations
for their better service delivery. Consequently, social
integration of the juvenile which is the gist of CRC 1989
and JJSA 2018 can only be materialized by mending the
concerned department to be more humane, adopting
carrot and stick policy and making the probation
officer more equipped. Shared by the District
Probation Officer (Edited by LAW Pakistan).
END
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Dear Recipient (s),

We're gladly sharing with you that we had
implemented  another  awareness-raising
session on child rights in juvenile justice. The
session was implemented in Bahawalnagar city
in (Southern part of Punjab) province in
collaboration with District Union of Journalist
and District Bar Association Bahawalnagar on
315t March 2022, it was our thirtieth session of
this kind since 2019. Through this edition, we
would like to thank our friends, and
departments that had assisted us in making our
session a huge success. It had a participation of
50 (20 defense lawyers, 5 prosecutors, 15
journalists, 01 probation officer, 3 policemen,
members of juvenile justice committee notified
for Diversion, etc.)

Moreover, in a bid to seek effective
implementation of JJSA 2018 LAW Pakistan is
launching a small-scale initiative across Punjab
and Sindh which it labelled as “Charter of
Demands to the Government to effectively
implement JJISA 2018 in Punjab and Sindh”. The
“Charter of Demands” will entail demands to at
least 500 government departments and
stakeholders i.e., police, probation, bar
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associations, prosecution, and judges/judicial
officers to draw their attention to irregularities
in the juvenile justice system based upon
experiences its volunteers had earned and
lessons learnt in the field operations in Punjab
and Sindh.

We wish to have your feedback via email for
letting us to improve our future editions and
feel free to share with us your active e-mail
addresses if you would like to be amongst the
network facilitated by LAW Pakistan.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated: 30t April 2022.
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RECENT PAST NEWS:

To seek effective implementation of
JISA 2018 in Lahore Sessions Division
the President of Lahore Bar Association
on the plea of LAW Pakistan had re-
constituted five members “Juvenile
Justice System Committee” in April
(2022) at the Bar level having Director
LAW Pakistan as its “Chairman”.

It has been brought to our knowledge
by one of the participants from our last
awareness-raising session on “Child
Rights in Juvenile Justice” that in its
Bahawalnagar city the police had
arrested a child on suspicion of killing
his cousin’s wife along with two others
(adults). The concerned probation
officer of the district had submitted a
social investigation report under
section 7 of JJISA 2018 “included a
stipulation that read the child admitted
killing his cousin’s wife.” In our view,
the report submitted by the probation
officer would have to be turned down
by the court as the probation officer
could not act as an “investigation

Juvenile Justice Newsletter
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officer”. The probation officer may only
act to facilitate and assist any child in
custody of the police to consider its
social, family, economic and
educational backgrounds, and other
enabling facts in its social investigation
report for the assistance of the trial
court. Here, we safely submitted that
the probation officer (s) across Pakistan
have been in sheer need of trainings to
improve their skills and understanding
on the JISA 2018 to ensure that JISA
2018 be implemented fairly and
effectively at all levels.

A child who had been arrested on
suspicion of killing his mother, brother,
and sister after seeking influenced from
PuBG (video game), a couple of months
ago still facing pre-trial detention. The
police/I.0. had not submitted Charge
Sheet/Challan report in the competent
court to prosecution for scrutiny as well
as approval of the Charge
Sheet/Challan before sending it to the
court for trial. We strongly condemn
this delay on part of the police/I.0. and
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believe the court will take an action
against the 1.O. in lines with section
1550 of Police Order 2002.

EVENT FROM RECENT PAST:

| GTF MwarenessSesson on i =
== Rights In Juvenlie Justice ;

In €ollaboration With District Bar
[ onciation & Journalists

" "fr

B

£3,

Photos from awareness-raising session that was held in
Bahawalnagar on child rights in juvenile justice.
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PERSPECTIVE FROM ABROAD:
The role of a lawyer in Juvenile Justice System.
The lawyer for children is to assist and provide
appropriate help in the court in exercising his rights of
defense effectively according to article 6.2 of directive
(EU) 2016/800.°

3k 3k %k %k %k Xk X%

The lawyer for children is a lawyer when defends a
child and deal with a child’s case the lawyer is bound
by general duties and obligations related to his role.
Following mentioned are duties and obligations as
already known by the lawyers around the globe:

Independence.

Loyalty.

Integrity.

Diligence.

Observance of professional secrecy.

Duty of competence and responsibility a
lawyer cannot accept an assighment which he
is not able to carry out with appropriate
expertise. (For further reading consider United
Nations Basic Principles on the Role of

ouhkwnpeE

° To understand which skills lawyers, need to have when
defending a child in conflict with the law, it is important to read
this article in combination with articles 40 and 12 of the UNCRC.
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Lawyers)!® Whether the lawyer is a lawyer
chosen by the child or appointed ex officio by a
court or competent authority/State counsel at
the expense of the State, he needs to:

a. Beatrusted person for the child,

b. Be the child’s spokesperson and defender of
his opinion (s) and interests,

c. Collaborate with other professional in the
juvenile justice system pay special attention to
the child’s specific rights.

END

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-
mechanisms/instruments/basic-principles-role-lawyers
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Dear Recipient (s),

LAW Pakistan and its partners had sent its
“Charter of Demands” entailing eight demands
to the institutions/bodies/government
representatives at the Federal level i.e., The
President, Prime Minister of Pakistan, etc., and
in Provincial dynamics i.e., The Governors and
Chief Ministers, Chief Justices, etc. In addition,
the charter had also been sent to international
bodies/INGOs/Embassies i.e., UNICEF, Save the
Children (U.K.), Save the Children (Sweden),
The Embassies of Belgium, Switzerland,
Norway, Austria, Delegation of the European
Union to Pakistan, etc., to draw their attention
to pursue effective implementation of JISA
2018 in Pakistan from the decision-making
corners to safeguard the best interest of
children said to have infringed penal law of
Pakistan to this fact facing severe punishment
or likely to be sentenced. Primarily, the charter
of demands supposed to be sent to decision
making corners those operating in Punjab and
Sindh provinces of Pakistan instead it was also
sent to stakeholders in KPK i.e., director social
welfare and probation officer Abbottabad and
Balochistan provinces of Pakistan as well.
Through, this edition we would like to thank
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them for applauding our efforts of improving
the despicable and sordid juvenile justice
system of Pakistan.

We at LAW believe that international
organistaions in Pakistan in collaboration with
the civil society required to take an effective
role to ensure that JISA 2018 will be
implemented in lines with General Comment
No. 10 on the UNCRC which the State of
Pakistan signed and ratified in 1989 that
children said to have infringed penal law should
be rehabilitated and re-integrated into society
instead incarcerated making them desperate
and hardened individuals.

You're invited to send us your feedback on the
charter that had been sent to stakeholders and
it is available online at:
https://legalawarenesswatch.com/charter-of-

demands/

In the month of May (2022) LAW’s partner
organisation (MRDO) had implemented a
session in Kashmore to sensitize stakeholders
on the JJSA 2018 to build a communication
bridge among all stakeholders with an
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objective of improving their performances
under JJSA 2018 —while dealing with the cases
involving children in conflict with the law.
Moreover, another session took place from the
platform of LAW Pakistan with stakeholders in
Jhelum district of Punjab province on 26" May
2022. Photos shared below.

In the end we invite you to share with us your
feedback via email for letting us to improve our
future editions and feel free to share with us
your active e-mail address if you would like to
be amongst the network facilitated by LAW
Pakistan.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated: 1% June 2022.
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. IMPLEMENTATION OF
JUVENILE JUSTICE
SYSTEM ACT 2018
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Photos from a forum held in Jhelum on 26" May 2022 from the
platform of LAW Pakistan.
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Photos from a forum on the implementation of the JISA
2018 held in Kashmore city in Sindh province in the
month of May 2022.

Recommendations from the
Session held in Kashmore:

e Former President District Bar
Association Kashmore said that MRDO
and LAW Pakistan to organise a session
on Sindh Children Act 1955 standing as
the one of oldest laws in Pakistan aimed
at safeguarding the best interest of
destitute and neglected children in
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Sindh province having the JISA 2018 as
primary subject of discussion.

Provided Legal Assistance Committee
(s) composed of pro-bono legal
practitioners to be established across
Sindh in collaboration with the civil
society under the umbrella of MRDO
and LAW Pakistan for facilitating and
providing free legal aid to children in
conflict with the law during the judicial
procedure (trial to appeal).

Participants had also recommended
that the civil society strongly expressed
to decision-making corners using
advocacy tools to establish juvenile
observation homes for detention of
children in conflict with law (during
pendency of investigation) and
rehabilitation centers (after
sentencing) to establish them under
section 2 JISA 2018. Despite passing of
four years from May 2018 steps had not
been taken by the government to
establish such homes and center for
children in conflict with the law
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permitting children to be housed in
ordinary police stations and prisons
along with adult prisoners some even
desperate and hardened.

Participants from  probation/social
welfare department actively further
recommended “substantial importance
has given to probation officers in the
law, the concerned police officers are
mostly not aware of the role of these
officers. He categorically said that
Police Officers do not cooperate with
us. He said that the probation
directorate is a neglected section as
proper facilities had not been given to
probation officers”.
END
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Dear Recipient (s),

LAW Pakistan happily sharing that it had
implemented its fifth two-day training
workshop second of this year (22" June to 23™
June 2022). The two-day training workshop
had been implemented to improve as well as
enhance the working skills of stakeholders’
already operative in Pakistan particularly in
Punjab. By this edition LAW Pakistan would like
to pay its humble gratitude to its local partner
organization based in Sindh province of
Pakistan for moderating the training workshop
and brining updates from Sindh for the
participants. Moreover, we’re thanking our
friends from abroad who had participated
virtually (via video link) in the workshop to
share their experiences on restorative justice
and juvenile justice of the U.K., and Switzerland.
Pertinent to inform you that the training
workshop had gathered 47 individuals
belonging to legal practice, social welfare
officers/probations officers, journalists/media
personnel, prosecutors, etc., in the training
workshop provided them the opportunity to
learn from each other on juvenile justice
particularly restorative justice (an alternative
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to punitive measures). Pictorial highlights of the
training workshops shared below.

Once again, we're reiterating that you may
share with us your feedback via email for
letting us to improve our future editions and
feel free to share with us your active e-mail
address if you would like to be amongst the
network facilitated by LAW Pakistan on juvenile
justice.
Thanking you,

(Sarmad Ali)

Director LAW Pakistan

Advocate High Court

Dated: 1%t July 2022.
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Day I: Participants are seen involved in group
activities and lectures/presentations.
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Day lII: Participants positioned for a group
photo after the conclusion of the workshop.
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PRESS ARTICLE IN URDU ON THE WOKSHOP:
B e e e [

=2 Bl ST 455l

m TRAINING WORKSHOP ON
LA, CHILD PROTECTION
AND JUVENILE JUSTICE FROM
22nl| .IUIIE 70 23rd JUNE

e prl us
»c.,g.j/g 1z )
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ke SBUotine. LpSdide b fod
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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

One of the trial courts of Lahore/Child
Court had passed an order-- whereby
the trial of two-children would proceed
by virtue of JISA 2018 that they were
minors at the time of commission of
alleged offence of necrophilia in
December 2020. The court in its order
reprimanded the investigation officer
that it was his duty to determine the
age of the apprehended children during
investigation to fully adherent to
provisions of the JISA 2018. Pertinently
stating that LAW Pakistan since the
time of these children’s arrest on
suspicion of necrophilia in December
2020 providing  pro-bono  legal
assistance to give them the opportunity
to establish their innocence beyond the
reasonable doubt.

We at LAW believe that JISA 2018
would get implemented across Pakistan
in its letters and spirit pursuant to its
preamble that read “separate justice
system for children in conflict with the
law” and they to be rehabilitated. It is
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our view that JISA 2018 to be
implemented to safeguard the best
interest of children in conflict with the
law by virtue of the General Comment
No. 10 of the UNCRC which the State of
Pakistan ratified in 1989.

We further consider that JISA 2018
would only get implemented across
Pakistan if the stakeholders’ take
proactive involvement in the justice
system to protect the children brought
in courts in custody of the police on
penal charges. Not only
lawyers/advocates or police bear a
burden of doing their duties effectively
while defending a child in the court
instead the social officer/probation
office across Pakistan should require
taking proactive steps—wherever any
child said to have apprehended on
criminal charges as they’re the nucleus
of juvenile justice.
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EVENTS PLANNED IN JULY:

e We're informing recipient (s) of this
edition that LAW Pakistan has planned
another training workshop in July 2022.
Further information will be shared once
the date is finalized.

END
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Dear Recipient (s),

At glance, we're sharing with you that LAW Pakistan in
collaboration with some foreign rights groups had
submitted a shadow report on the Death Penalty for
the United Nations Universal Periodic Review for the
42nd Session of the Working Group on the Universal
Periodic Review. The report entailed information on
the practice of barbaric death penalty in Pakistan as
well as its practice upon children at the time of a crime
owing to inadequate age determination procedures in
sheer violation of UNCRC & JISA 2018.

Through this edition we would like to pay our gratitude
to those who had sought contribution from us in
consideration of its working on juvenile justice in
Pakistan in preparation of that report for the United
Nations Universal Periodic Review in January 2023. The
report is available online:
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Public
ations/A/Index?id=577
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Moreover, we would also like to pay our humble
gratitude to those who've nominated Director LAW
Pakistan for the award (Defence of people sentenced
to death Legal representation, public campaign).

In the end once again, we're reiterating that you may
share with us your feedback via email for letting us to
improve our future editions and feel free to share with
us your active e-mail address if you would like to be
amongst the network facilitated by LAW Pakistan on
juvenile justice.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated: 1% August 2022.
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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

e |t was brought in our knowledge that
the police had registered a criminal
case against the boy in Ouch Sharif in
the province Punjab and charged him of
attempting to rape. We at LAW
Pakistan believe that the police would
have informed the concerned
probation officer to seek its assistance
during the period of investigation in
accordance the provisions of JJSA 2018
to meet with fair and just
investigation.!?

e We would also like to share that a boy
“D” (16) at the time when apprehended
on charges of blasphemy in 2020 had
been discharged from prison being
found innocent. The trial court had
ordered him to be discharge from
prison in July 2022 on the ground that
the investigation conducted by the
police had not corroborated with the

11 Ych Sharif police arrest 9-year-old for alleged rape attempt

58
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testimonies of the  prosecution
witnesses. We would pay humble
gratitude to our volunteers and
partners abroad and in Pakistan who
had supported LAW Pakistan in his
defense. In addition, it is not out of
place to mention that “D” was traced
out by our volunteers in 2020. The
volume | is available online at
www.legalawarenesswatch.com

With great grief we’re informing you
that a domestic worker (11) was killed
by his employer for stealing meat from
the refrigerator. However, his brother
(6) was taken into the custody by the
Child  Protection  Bureau being
employed along with the deceased. It is
to consider that under the constitution
of Pakistan, 1973 children to the age of
14-year-old cannot be employed in any
establishment nor hired as domestic
worker. Despite this stipulation in the
Constitution read along with other
numerous laws in practice children
being employed in factories, and as
domestic workers, etc., where they
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face sexual abuse and receive violence
from the hands of their employers and
adults around them. We at LAW
Pakistan believe that not only children
behind bars often subjected to violence
and sexual abuse in prisons instead
every child in Pakistan is vulnerable.!?

A

e | L
Left: Employer and his father arrested and put
to police custody. This photo is copied from

social media.
3k 3k sk sk sk sk sk sk

12 https://en.dailypakistan.com.pk/12-Jul-2022/domestic-
worker-killed-for-stealing-food-from-refrigerator-in-lahore
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WORKSHOP PLANNED IN AUGUST:
We’'re informing you that after successful
two-day work in July 2022 whose details
had already been shared in the last edition
of this newsletter. In a bid to seek effective
implementation of JJSA 2018 LAW Pakistan
planned another workshop on 3" August
with stakeholders to share their knowledge
on restorative justice in the juvenile justice
system.

& T4 TRAINING WORKSHOP ON
LY. RESTORATIVE JUSTICE IN
JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM

3rd AUGUST 2022

END
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Dear Recipient (s),

Despite summer break in courts/judicial offices
across Pakistan the month of August (2022)
was busy as well as productive for us. Our
volunteers stayed active in field operations and
(duty) courts in individual cases involving
children facing and/or likely to be sentenced to
severe punishment.

Likewise, to continue their awareness-raising advocacy
and workshops with stakeholders LAW Pakistan held (a
day long) workshop (third of this year in Punjab) on
restorative justice in juvenile justice system on 3™
August 2022 in collaboration Juvenile Justice
Committee of Lahore Bar Association and moderated
by MRDO. Through this issue, LAW Pakistan would like
to pay our humble gratitude to team MRDO and LBA
committee members for making our workshop
successful and productive.
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In the end once again, we're reiterating that you may
share with us your feedback via email for letting us to
improve our future editions and feel free to share with
us your active e-mail address if you would like to be
amongst the network facilitated by LAW Pakistan on
juvenile justice.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated:1%t September 2022.
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NEWS FROM RECENT PAST:

We're gladly sharing that the Child
Court/Additional  Sessions  Judge,
Lahore had admitted “R” to post arrest
bail who was arrested on suspicion of
committing homicide and necrophiliain
December 2020. “R” was sent to
judicial lockup without age
determination in sheer violation of JISA
2018 because of this ignorance of law
he was kept in prison with adults until
his release on bail.

In addition to above it is to mention
here that when his trial began, we
submitted a petition to the trial court
with a prayer that “R” was less than 18-
year of age at the time of commission
of alleged offences based upon his birth
certificate  duly issued by the
government of Pakistan. Upon which
the court passed an order that declared
him to be a minor at the time of alleged
occurrence  whereas, the prison
authorities had been directed to take
his co-accused to the hospital for
ossification test for determination of
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his age. The ossification test report is
due in next date of hearing in the case.

After that LAW Pakistan had instituted
post arrest bail petition on statutory
period of delay in conclusion of trial in
August 2022. It is pertinent here to
mention that under section 6 (5) of JISA
2018% the trial proceedings involving
child to be completed within six months
by the trial court if delay in the
conclusion of the trial is not of the
result of the child/ or his legal counsel.

We're glad that another innocent child
had been released from prison after
two-year of tireless litigation by our
volunteers/legal
practitioners/advocates.

13 Bare Act is available on: www.legalawarenesswatch.com
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We thank all of those who had
supported LAW Pakistan in this case.
The case of “R” was a tough case for us
because the media and the legal
fraternity not also assaulted “R” when
he was brought to court from
prison/police  station during the
investigation, but they also wanted him
to be killed extrajudicially.4

>k %k %k %k %k

WE ARE IN THE PRESS:*>

1 https://www.dawn.com/news/1598550

15 Full press article/news available on:
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/980349-call-to-implement-
juvenile-justice-system-act-2018

Juvenile Justice Newsletter



https://www.dawn.com/news/1598550
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/980349-call-to-implement-juvenile-justice-system-act-2018
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/980349-call-to-implement-juvenile-justice-system-act-2018

Compilation of 2022 Editions

TI5

L gz e

—e——

INTERNATIONAL

Lahore  Our Correspondent  August 07, 2022

LAHORE : An awareness training workshop on
Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 was
organised by Legal Awareness Watch in the
provincial capital here on Saturday.All
stakeholders including members of...

LAHORE : An awareness training
workshop on Juvenile Justice System
Act (JJSA) 2018 was organised by
Legal Awareness Watch (LAW) in the
provincial capital here on Saturday.

All stakeholders including members of
civil society, officials of the child court
and journalists participated in the
awareness training workshop. They
demanded from the government to
implement Juvenile Justice System
Act-2018 in its real spirit.

An advocate Sarmad Ali, Director LAW,
said that according to the act, Juvenile
courts will be established in the
country and we are still waiting for the
establishment of the Juvenile courts.
He shared that if a child commits any
crime, he should not be kept in police
station, rather he would be shifted to
rehabilitation centre. The child would
not be called as criminal rather he
would be called perpetrator. Police
would not hand cuff him. He would not
be tried under the courts where adult
are tried, said Sarmad Ali.

END
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Dear Recipient (s),

On 16™ September 2022 LAW Pakistan held
press briefing to surface short comings
widespread in the juvenile justice system. The
focal points of the press briefing had been
published on 17t September 2022 in 15 dailies
of Pakistan of which three leading English and
twelve Urdu language newspapers.

For the ease of the readers/receivers of this
newsletter we're giving out links below where
those press articles/news are accessible. Note:
we believe links provided below accessible
globally.

In addition, in the month of September 2022
our volunteers had traced out three new cases
involving children in alleged breach of social
harmony. Despite lack of man-power and
insufficient financial resources we would
accept their cases on humanitarian grounds to
provide them pro-bono legal aid in
consideration of section 3 of the JISA 2018 that
demanded children who said to have infringed
penal law would be given free legal services by
the State (at its expenses).
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In the end once again, we're reiterating that
you may share with us your feedback via email
for letting us to improve our future editions
and feel free to share with us your active e-mail
address if you would like to be amongst the
network facilitated by LAW Pakistan on juvenile
justice.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated:15t October 2022.
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MEDIA COVERAGE:

In nutshell the focal points printed in those press
articles/news are that children’s rights those enshrined
in the Act 2018 for instance, free legal aid enshrined in
section 3, age determination under section 8(1), and
diversion from punitive measures particularly in breach
of minor and major forms yet to be implemented. In
addition, some press articles/news also said that
“Charter of Demands”!® that had been prepared by
LAW Pakistan (based upon experiences and lessons it
learnt from their field operations and awareness-
raising advocacy across Pakistan) shared with the
decision-making corners in Pakistan on the
implementation of the JISA 2018 to be considered by
them i.e., legislatures and government office holders
at the time of legislative reforms and policy decisions
on the issue of juvenile justice based upon the UNCRC
& General Comment No. 24.

16 https://legalawarenesswatch.com/charter-of-demands/
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https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/992021-
govt-urged-to-provide-free-legal-services-to-
children

https://epaper.dawn.com/DetailNews.php?St
oryText=17 09 2022 177 008

https://www.nation.com.pk/E-
Paper/lahore/2022-09-17/page-14/detail-4

29l B 3 S & (e wsker el 0l oS Doz
7zl (wd (nawaiwagt.com.pk)

JehanPakistan ePaper | Hus! obsSL ol >

Daily 92 Roznama ePaper | Urdu Newspaper |
Pakistan News | g QY deli)g )
(roznama92news.com)

Nai Baat Details

https://www.express.com.pk/epaper/PoPupwi
ndow.aspx?news|D=1109565111&Issue=NP L
HE&Date=20220917

zlo b o9l Bt S LS & e woker ple’ 09lE oS V2o
(nawaiwagt.com.pk)
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https://e.naibaat.pk/ePaper/lahore/17-09-2022/details.aspx?id=p2_02.jpg
https://www.express.com.pk/epaper/PoPupwindow.aspx?newsID=1109565111&Issue=NP_LHE&Date=20220917
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https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/17-Sep-2022/1611864#.YyVjX0VPqAQ.whatsapp
https://www.nawaiwaqt.com.pk/17-Sep-2022/1611864#.YyVjX0VPqAQ.whatsapp
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10. https://www.dailyomeganews.com/2022/09/1

11.

12.

13.

7/%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%b2%d9%86%d8%a7
%d9%85%db%81-
%d8%a7%d9%88%d9%85%db%8c%da%af%d8
%a7-%d9%86%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b2-17-
%d8%b3%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%a8%d8%b1-

2022/2/

Press Metro ePaper v5 » ePaper » Mashrig
Lahore » September 17, 2022 » 002
(mashrigakhbar.com)

https://dailypakistan.com.pk/E-
Paper/lahore/2022-09-17/page-8/detail-8
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https://www.dailyomeganews.com/2022/09/17/%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%b2%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%85%db%81-%d8%a7%d9%88%d9%85%db%8c%da%af%d8%a7-%d9%86%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b2-17-%d8%b3%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%a8%d8%b1-2022/2/
https://www.dailyomeganews.com/2022/09/17/%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%b2%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%85%db%81-%d8%a7%d9%88%d9%85%db%8c%da%af%d8%a7-%d9%86%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b2-17-%d8%b3%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%a8%d8%b1-2022/2/
https://www.dailyomeganews.com/2022/09/17/%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%b2%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%85%db%81-%d8%a7%d9%88%d9%85%db%8c%da%af%d8%a7-%d9%86%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b2-17-%d8%b3%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%a8%d8%b1-2022/2/
https://www.dailyomeganews.com/2022/09/17/%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%b2%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%85%db%81-%d8%a7%d9%88%d9%85%db%8c%da%af%d8%a7-%d9%86%db%8c%d9%88%d8%b2-17-%d8%b3%d8%aa%d9%85%d8%a8%d8%b1-2022/2/
https://mashriqakhbar.com/page-10-4604-45978-September-2022.html
https://mashriqakhbar.com/page-10-4604-45978-September-2022.html
https://mashriqakhbar.com/page-10-4604-45978-September-2022.html
https://dailypakistan.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2022-09-17/page-8/detail-8
https://dailypakistan.com.pk/E-Paper/lahore/2022-09-17/page-8/detail-8
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Dear Recipient (s),

We're gladly sharing with you that several
organisations working on the abolition of
severe punishment like the death penalty
across the globe presented oral statements in
the 51% session of the United Nations Human
Rights Council. Abstract is provided below:
“Under item 3 of the general debate, ECPM
together with FIACAT, Advocates for Human
Rights, PGA, ASF-France, UIA, LAW Pakistan,
CPR-Japan, CHESO, COCAPEM, and the World
Coalition Against the Death Penalty, alerted, in
an oral declaration on the considerable
increases in death sentences inlran, Saudi
Arabia and recalled the hopes observed in
Africa with the abolition of the death penalty
in Central African Republic and in Asia with the
moratorium on executions in Malaysia.” Watch
this statement on UN TV.

We're also sharing with you that LAW had also
submitted a shadow report on the Death
Penalty for the United Nations Universal
Periodic Review for the 42nd Session of the
Working Group on the Universal Periodic
Review in January 2023. The report entailed
information on the practice of barbaric death
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penalty in Pakistan as well as its practice upon
children at the time of an alleged crime owing
to inadequate age determination procedures.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)
Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
Dated:1%* November 2022.
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RECENT PAST NEWS:

» We came across that a minor “J” had
been apprehended by Shafigbad police
of Lahore on 12™ October 2022 on
suspicion of killing his fellow over bike
stunts rivalry. We hope that the police
and probation officer concerned (in this
case of Lahore) would be on board to
fulfill juvenile justice parameters those
encapsulated in JISA 2018.Y7 Another
vital piece of information we would like
to share that “R” and “A” had been
discharged from prison last month after
two years of incarceration-- who were
apprehended on suspicion of murder
and then committing necrophilia with
the dead body. The court had released
them on bail and directed the
prosecution to record statements of
their witnesses. “R” and “A” have been
receiving pro-bono legal services from
LAW since the day of arrest in
December 2020.

17 https://www.dawn.com/news/1715379/suspect-held-in-
murder-over-bike-stunts-rivalry
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» Consortium for Street Children (CSC)

has invited LAW Pakistan to deliver
presentation virtually!® in connection

with its network forum, the
presentation will focus on street-
connected children’s right to be on the

street as well as to share LAW'’s
awareness-raising advocacy outcomes

with key stakeholders on juvenile
justice.

PERSPECTIVES:

Children are less likely to measure the result or
nature of their actions therefore, they should
not be treated with same way as the other
adults. The initial treatment with child whether
he committed a crime or not plays a significant
role in making that his personality. If he is being
treated with good care, is being educated
about the crime and its consequences and how
does these crimes can affect him or victim, the
child can be able to grow up more responsible.
For this whole thing to become a reality the
government must be more active and

8 Thursday 3" November 2022 at 10am UK time.
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responsive in the matters of child delinquency.
Their focus must be on child delinquent as well
as on the victim. Though JISA 2018, lacks clarity
and further explanation but as much as it is,
that must be implemented with discreetness.
Juvenile committees which are not made in all
provinces must be established as soon as
possible, juveniles should be sent to therapist
on monthly basis to be able to express their
emotions, guilt, or any problem they might be
facing in detention center, and the staff dealing
with juvenile must be skilled enough to treat
the latter with utmost care. These things can
help in alleviating the negative influence the
juvenile might had before committing a crime.
Ms. Agsa Imdad Advocate

LAW had led two-day training workshop, a
couple of months ago housing media
personnel, impending lawyers and pedagogues
from various law schools emphasizing the
impediments of enactment in the wake of JISA
2018. Addressing the patrons, various child
rights and human rights activists gave
prominence to the stigma attached to the
notion of being directed as “Criminal” and how
it should not be attached to a juvenile involved

Juvenile Justice Newsletter




79
Compilation of 2022 Editions

TI5

LAW

L g At

in breach of social harmony. In addition to this,
leading journalists from distinguished media
houses putative the lacunas present in, the
interpretation of news in the media houses,
elucidation of news to public at large.

Moreover, the voids prevailing in the judicial as
well as at the end of directorates in the
administration were discoursed by the
probation officer Punjab. He vocalized on the
need of training on the part of probation
officers to acquire the necessary skills to
maneuver such cases progressively. The
communication between the law-enforcing
agencies i.e., police, probation officers and
prosecution as demanded under Act 2018
should be positive to safeguard the best
interests of the children who come in conflict
with the penal law. In the end, of the training
workshop several parodies were initiated that
ensured active involvement of the attendees of
the workshop and to access their takeaways
from the conference.
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In the closing ceremony, participants were
given an open forum to drop in their
suggestions on JISA 2018 in alienation with
International Child Right Convention to which
Pakistan is a signatory. Nonetheless, also the
dodges of manhandling of juveniles and the
inaccessibility of juvenile centers, lack of
courtesy from the concurrent and bygone
governments were talked. Workshops like
these should be initiated more actively to
create awareness among the public at large so,
the subject matter is dealt diligently.

Ms. Farwa Zia Advocate

END
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Dear Recipient (s),

This is the twelfth and last edition of this year.
We had started this newsletter from January
2021 since than its twenty-four editions
including this edition have been issued. It is
expected that next year (2023) we will
continue issuing this newsletter for the
consideration of the stakeholders for their
better knowledge and understanding on
juvenile justice.

In this edition you will find the news and
updates transpired and/or found by us as well
as features of our advocacy programs i.e.,
awareness-raising forums/sessions, training
workshops on juvenile justice.

With this edition we would like to thank those
individuals and NGOs that had contributed a
piece/article or send us their feedback (s) on
this year’s editions. LAW is thankful to its
partners and collaborators abroad and within
Pakistan for making this year a successful one
ensuring their financial support throughout the
year in achieving its goals.

In the end once again, we're reiterating that
you may share with us your feedback via email
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for letting us to improve our future editions
and feel free to share with us your active e-mail
address if you would like to be amongst the
network facilitated by LAW on juvenile justice.
Note: Past editions of this newsletter available
online at: www.legalawarenesswatch.com.

Thanking you,
(Sarmad Ali)

Director LAW Pakistan
Advocate High Court
LL.M (U.K.)

Dated: 1%t December 2022.
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RECENT PAST NEWS:
» We would like to bring into your notice

that LAW had dispatched 86 letters
addressed to police station head

officers (SHOs) of Lahore city to know
the data of minors in conflict with the
law in their custody who having no legal
practitioner to defend themselves
during the investigation under section
167 of CRPC 1898 as well as abandoned
or vulnerable.

» In response to the Islamabad High
Court’s directive 21 children were
released from Adiala jail in Rawalpindi
with the efforts of the National
Commission for Human Rights (NCHR)
taking the number of juvenile prisoners
freed to 62 in late November 2022.%°

Bhttps://www.dawn.com/news/1718574#:~:text=ISLAMABAD
%3A%20As%20many%20as%2021,last%20three%20days%20to
%2062
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» The National Commission on the Rights
of Child (NCRC) has taken notice of the
alleged custodial torture on two minor
boys at the hands of the station house
officer (SHO) of G-9 police station.?°

» Police claimed to have arrested a 13-
year-old boy who tried to rape a three-
year-old girl at Sandhuwan Tarrar
village in Hafizabad district on
Wednesday.??

* %k %k %k

FEATURES OF ADVOCACY IN 2022:
» Apart from a joint training workshop in

partnership with its local partner organization
from Sindh province in February. 2022 LAW
had successfully completed two forums in
Punjab to sensitive as well as to enhance the
awareness level of the stakeholders on JISA

20 https://www.dawn.com/news/1722014

21 https://www.dawn.com/news/1722710?ref=whatsapp
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2018. Thereafter, two training workshops with
the stakeholders held in Punjab (one was a full
two-day training workshop in June and second
was a day long workshop in July).

To strengthen its voice across Pakistan
particularly in Punjab LAW had also held press
briefing to bring the short comings to light that
have been happening in the juvenile justice of
Pakistan based upon lessons and experiences
LAW had learnt from its field operations and
awareness-raising advocacy on JISA 2018. Akin
to this LAW in coordination with Juvenile
Justice Committee of Lahore Bar Association
drafted eight demands for the consideration of
the decision-making corners to seek their
attention on the failure of the stakeholders’ to
effectively implement the JJSA 2018 to protect
the best interest of the children in conflict with
the law. The demands that LAW and
Committee had prepared showed as a “Charter
of Demands”. It is available on:
www.legalawarenesswatch.com
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» The charter of demands had reached at least to
three hundred bodies/decision making corners
in Punjab only e.g., The President of Pakistan,
The Governor of Punjab, The Chief Justice of
Lahore High Court, The Child Commissioner of
Punjab, and more to seek their attention on the
failure of the stakeholders’ to effectively
implement the Act 2018 to safeguard the best
interest of the children in conflict with the law.

END

Note: This newsletter has not been professionally
edited.
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